DISEASES OF CASHEW AND THEIR CONTROL
- MEASURES
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One of the limiting factors of productlon in cashew
. nut is the ravages caused by the attack of pests and
R e Compared to the number of pests attacking
" -omstiew’ and the damage caused by them, the mag-
.. ‘nitude of-the disease problem is not that much serious.
- Phe ‘important diseases of cashew and their control
T oypeasures are briefly given here. Since inflorescence
- blight will be dealt elsewhere while discussing pests
- of cashew, the same has not been mentioned in this

paper. :

. Die back or pink dime
- Pellicularia Salmonicolor)

. The disecase appears during the south west mon-
.'soon’ period. The affected shoots or branches start
.. drying up from up downdwards and hence ©  the
1';'_ “pame die back. The fungus appears as white or
. pinkish growth on the bark and in course of time
", penetrates into the deeper tissues causing death of
. the'sheot. . In advanced stages, splitting and peeling

off of the bark occur. In a tree one branch or many
branches will be affected. The . leaves of the affect-
=" ed braneh turn yellow and fall off giving a barren
.- appearange to a portion of the tree. As a measute
o of ‘control, the affected branches are to -be ed

- weéll-below the site of infection and destroyed. The

ut surface is to be protected by application of Bor-
‘Peaux paste. Prophylactic sprays wi Boardeaux mi-

‘south west monsoon and the second in October will
be “beneficial in reducing disease incidence. It is
better to adopt phytosanitary measures lest the affect-
_ —cé branches serve as a source inoculum for further
.- 8pread of the disease,

‘_'ahd,mu]txphcanon of bark beetles etc.

V'Damphg off of seedlings

714 ‘nurseries where ill drainage condmons are pre-
“valent, the discase makes .its appearance. The seed!-
. ings’ sh‘ow Ioss of turgidity followed by withering sym-
ptoms. ‘THE “collar region reveals water soaked girds
“les’ around-the stem. In some cases the roots decay
- completely and the plants topple over. The disease

“has been-reported from all cashew growing areas. The

fungi reported as causative agents include Fusarium
. sp.. Pythium sp ‘Phytophthora palmivora, Cylindro-
" cladium scopgrium. Sclerotium rolfsii etc. Providing
- adequate dramage condmons in- the nursery is of

(Corticium salmonicolor— '

wture- 19, twice, one in May-June before the on’ set of-

: If the affected branches .are
- -{aft. unpruned, they will also be the sites of infestation -

prime importance. in the prevention of the disease.
Drenching the nursery beds/bags with Bordeaux mix-
fure 1% will reduce the dlseasc incidence.

Gummom

In certain gardens, the trees are affected by gummosis
which is characterised by exudation of a brown liquid
from the- longitudinal cracks on the stemy; . Fungi %k
Felliculariu salmomicolor, Caralocystis sp. ha% “been
‘isolated from affected tissues. Chopping of the affect-
ed tissues and applying Vitavax 0. 19, on the affected
portion was found to be beneficial in further spread

~ of the disease. ' 7 e

Shoot rot and leat' hll

Thc disease occurs' ~dusing -the IBOQROON S€ason.

‘Black linear lesions develop on “the- stethi g

exudes out from the lesions. The lesions become
large in due course of time and the shoots and tendep
leaves shrivel and rot, followed by defoliation. The
fungus causing the disease  is Phytophthora micoti-

nae var. nicotinnae. The disease can be coantrolled by
Bordeaux mixtre 19, spray.

Leaf tot . ... . i

Durmg the monsoon in certain years, rotting of
leaves was found to occur in certain plantations. The
affected leaves show . black ‘lesions an.the jasifiia and
several lesions coalesce'to involve the entire leaf area
resulting in rotting of leaves. The affected leaves
fall off. The causative fungus was found to be Cylin-
drocadium quinguisptatum. Spraying. Bordeaux mix-

- ,'ﬂ—‘ﬁ*;“‘*

. ture 197, was found to control Iheﬁ!iﬁl!e

M Tl_:qug_are many other diseases of minor importance:

Anthracnose disease.—The disease is caused by a
fungus Collectotrichum gloeosporioides. ~ 'The disease
is not serious in India. But in Brazil, anthracnose
disease. is known o caugs-scévere. crop loss. The di-
sease affects tender.leaves, twigs, inflorescences, nuts
and apples. It starts as the reddish brown, shiny
lesions followed by resin exudation from the affected
tissues. As a result of attack the inflorescence ‘turns
black. The discase is severe when raimfall coincides
with the flowering season. Phytosanitary measures
and spraying with Bordeaux mixture or Dithane M-
45 have been recommended to control the discase by
different workers
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- Yellow leaf spots—In many of the plantations in
E_ma.tginal or submarginal lands, this disease is noticed.
r-Leaves with severe blotching are found to fall off
¢ prematurely. Research work done at Central Planta-
~-tlon Crops Research Institute (Regional Station} Vit-
~tal has shown that spraying with 0.03% ammonium
" molybdale and liming the trees twice in May-June
. and October alleviates the symptoms.

PN

- Little leaf.~The disease is characterised by small-
. ing of leaves, short internodes giving a rosette appea-
¥ rance, and die-back of shoots. At Vittal foliar appli-

*
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cation of zinc sulfate 0.19, with half the amount of
lime was found to correct the disorder.

Leaf spots.—~Many types of leaf spot discases have
been noticed. - Gray blight (Pestalotia diechacta), red
leaf spot (Phyllosticta sp.), brown leaf spot (Collero-
trichum gloeosporioides), leaf spots caused by Pho-
mopsis- anacardii are some of them. Suvoty mould
caused by caprodium sp., powdery mildew caused
by Oidium sp. are other diseases reported from cer-
tain cashew growing tracts, But these are not serious.

| erow MORE! ‘CASHEW MORE | ' CASH MORE !
B . GASHEW .'Mgﬂweﬂ in ﬂ;g-;éd s&ndy_ loami soil and sandy soil of coastal areas in
i}!meS!‘afﬂ' of Kfra’ il ; ;:L . ?-;; ’- "’"7 ,ié‘w"m' West Bengﬂ’.

“Gon. June-luly is

- _ the time for plaming'ca:vhe_w; Se;&ﬂings' of. 6—8 weeks
or air Ia;érs of higii ﬁe}mi-‘vaﬁeties may be planted in the pits. of 50x50%50 cms. deep

and 77.5><7.5 mirs. apart to raise plantations in a scientific way for better returns. BLA
139—1, 273—1, NDR 2—1, K 19—1, 22—1, VL 37—3 and M 26—1 are some of the
known varieties recommended for planting. The seeds and technical advice can be had from

the Cashew Research Stations at Anakkayam in Kérala, Vridhachalam in Tamil Nadu,

_Bapatla in Andhra Pradesh, Vittal in Karnataka, Vengurla in Maharashtra and Bhubaneswar-

in Origsa and also by addressing the Pfoject Co-ordinator (Cashew), Central Pldztation

Crops Research Institute, Kasaragod, Kér&Ia.
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