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Coconut is culti vated in an area of 1.04.600 hu. in variety of 1 hanjuvur are ra rely cultiva ted in ~ {I11 1 4. 
. 5. Yield ofTarnilnadu. T he popular variety is the East Coast pockets of Tarnilnadu. These two arc not cornm.' 6. 

Tall which is widely cultivated in the State due to 
cially important am] thev arc bcine vrown in J1-)U' 7 Sct' (its long period of uniform productivity and capacity	 • ~ - . l In g, . 

to give good yield continuously. Two other varieties compounds for ornam ental and tend er coconut !,Ii 
Ayiramk viz., Semi tall :f Kanyaku mari Distr ict and Dwarf pose. 
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In the course of study of 29 varieties and three 
hybri ds of coconut at Regional Coconut Resea rch 
Station under the All-India Co-ord inared Coconut 
Improvement Project, it is interestin g to obse rve that 
the variety Ayirarnkachi possesses good economic 
trait s that can be exploi ted beneficiall y for the breed­
ing purpose. T his vari ety was originall y obtained 
from a pri vate Nur sery ~ t R amanathapuram. T he 
vernac ular name (Ta mil) "Ayirarnkachi ' means "yield­
ing thousand nut s". T his var iety was studied in de­
tai l and the observations made on th is variety is re­
por ted hereu nder. 

Data on vegeta tive characters are given in Table 1. 

T he vegetative cha racters of Ay iramkachi was stu­
died in comparison with Eas t Coast Tall, Dwarf and 
Semi-tall Yellow. In its growth characters, thi s 
variety is more or less interm ediate with tall an~ 

dwa rf especially with regar d to height of trunk. girth 
at colla r, and length of leaf. 

DOlO 011 vege tative characters : 
(Mean of 5 palm and 3 years average) 

(m) 

Ayiramkachi 2 .04 
Semitall yellow 3. 32 
Dwarf Green 2 .56 
East Coast Tall 3.36

ramkachi which just started to bear. 

H t. of Girth of No. of Nil. of Length
Variety trunk collar leaves leaves of 

tive phase was st udied and the data on pro ductive chara cters are given below. 

TABLE II 
Dolo 011 producti ve characters 

Ayiramkachi 

[mo nths) 

rduccd /pa lm 

'ers produced 

c rsrspathc 

I!ycar 

44 

9.0 

810.7 

90.1 

75 

8.3 

9 .3 

the earliest to flower and it recor­
age of 44 mo nths. With regard to 

pathe, it is not uniform all through 
ge of mean annual produc tion of 
'S is 9- 11, and compared to other 
prod uction of spathe is least in the 
hi. Maximum num ber of female 
:d by Ayiramka chi and it goes even 

i -es "; 

produ­ on leaf 
ced crown 

(m) (m) 

0 .70 15.0 25 4.15 
0 .71 16.0 33 4.23 
0. 67 15.0 29 4.09 
0.77 14.0 29 4 .60 

No. of 
leaflets 
on one 
side 

103 
87 

10 1 
105 

Dwarf green Semi tall yellow East Coast Tall 
-­

5 ~ 58 86 

J4 .5 19 .0 13 .0 

669 .0 2850 4:!6 .0 

46. 1 15.0 32 .8 

78 98 J15 

5.4 5.2 ~ . 8 

11.7 34.4 30. 0 

to above 3000 in some of the year s. On an average, . 

it produ ces 800 to 1200 fl owers per year. It also ranks . 

first in female flower production per spathe. Th ough ' 

the setting percentage is low in this variety, it has 

recorded a mean annual yield of 75 nut s per tree. E vi­

dently the high female flower production has compen­

sated the low setting. 
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ut characters are given below in Table III. 

TABLEIII 

(Mean of three years) 

.ty 
Shape'; 

of 
nut 

Colour 
(tender) 

Wt. of 
whole 

nut in grn 

WI. of 
husked 
nut in gm 

WI. of 
husk 

WI. of 
kernel 
or meat 

WI. of 
copra per 
nut 

---.. 
WI. of Co", shell . " 

} It l: 

rch i Ell i-
plical 

Green 423.4 218.1 215.3 130.5 93.3 84 .8 ---­~ 

;1 Tall " 
Red or 
Green 

. 645.0 296.0 349.0 167.0 91.8 176.9 

yellow " 
Yell ow 601 .1 342.2 258.9 171.5 .. 170. 7 

reen Spherical Green 498.1 209.3 288.8 104.50 . . 104.6 

!l ts are very small, green in colour possessing 
Jill weight. But weigh t of kernel is higher 
warf green. The kernel is hard and dense. 
weight per nut also 'compares favoura bly with 

fowever since it is an alternate bearer its ave rage 

copra yield per tree is 31% lesser than that of 
oast Tall. 

ilmost all the characters" it is interesting to note 
his variety Ayiramkachi is int ermed iate between 

tall and dwar f. Th e important economic charack. 
namely high female Dower production, ca n be ei 
plai ted in breeding work. It has no bole fOrmalil'" 
as in dwar f variety. I t is an alternate hearer. I 
gives an average yield of 75 nuts per tree per annur 
Its copra weight per nut compares favo urable wi, 
cast coas t tall. But due to its low setting total yic' 

of copra per tree per annum is comparatively low. I 
possesses small sized nuts. Unless its size is imprnv , 
it cannot gain commercia l importance. 

ADVISORY AND INFORMATION SERVICE 
ADVICE REG ARD ING VARIOUS ASPECTS OF COCONUT CULTIVAT ION AND 

THE COCON UT INDUSTRY WILL BE GLADLY FURNISHED ON REQUEST,
 
FREE OF CHARGE BY APPROPRIATE OFFICERS OF T HE
 

n ffi ECTORATE OF COCONUT DEVELOPMENT, 
M. G. ROAD, ERNAKULAM, COCHIN-I L
 

ENQUlRIES REGARDI NG CULTIVATION, MANURING. ETC. OF
 
COCONUT MAY BE ADDRESSED TO THE
 

CENTRAL PLANTATION CROPS RESEARCH INSTITUTE,
 
KASARAGOD, KERALASTATE 

AND THOSE ON PESTS AND DISEASES AND THEIR
 
CONTROL MEASURES TO THE
 

CENTRAL PLANTATION CROPS RESEARCH INSTITUTE, 
Regional Station, 

KA YANKUL AM , KRISHNAPURAM P.O.; KERALA STATE. 
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