A Study of Variation in Tender Nut
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Characters in Eight Coconut Varieties

with poor copra out-turn, and having sweet
water may only be used for this purpose.

Eight varieties of palms available in our
Station were analysed for tender nut charac-
ters. For this, ten nuts of six months age
(two nuts xfive palms) were analysed from
each variety, The kernel out-turn was
evaluated using ripe nuts (Table 1).

In the present study the non-reducing
sugar content varied considerably in the
varieties (from 0.04 to 1.68 %;), but the vari-
ation for total sugar content Was only nomi-
nal. The volume of tender nut water showed
almost four fold variation. A desired volume
6F water combined with high sugar conten:
was observed in the varieties Semi-tall Red
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Table I

Variation in water, carbohydrate, and meat content in eight varieties

Sl. Variety Reducing  Non-redu- Total Volume of Weight of Weight of
No. sugar cing sugar sugar water meat kernel in
mature nut
%o % 76 ml gm gm
1. Cochin China 5.46 0.08 5.54 280 73 287.0
2. East Coast Tall 5.03 0.04 5.07 180 60 232.6
3. TallxDwarf Green 4.36 1.68 6.04 330 73 213.5
4. Semi-tall Yellow 2.25 0.72 5.97 305 78 165.5
5. Semi-tall Green 5.55 0.97 6.53 180 53 154.0
6. Semi-tall Red 5.85 0.24 6.09 305 61 134.0
7. Ayiramachi 6.10 0.09 6.19 178 46 112.6
8. Local Dwarf Green 5.55 0.52 6.02 95 40 86.3




