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Development efforts in coconut ­
A journey parallel to the century old research 
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Rtd. Director ilc, Coconut Development Board, Kochi 

Introduction 
When we are celebrating 100 years of coconut 

research in India, a recap on the development agencies 
and their yeomen service in bringing coconut sector 
to the prestigious present status would be ideal. When 
India attained independence in 1947 the research efforts 
in coconut had surpassed three decades with minimum 
support for development. The research efforts on coconut 
made its beginning in 1916 in four research institutes 
established under Madras Presidency at Pilicode, 
Nileswaram (two stations) and Kasaragod. There was 
no specific agency for coconut development at that 
time. These stations were shouldered with the mandate 
of research of various coconut growing soil types in 
northern Kerala and were under the administrative control 
of Deputy Director of Agriculture, Thalasseri. In 1931 
Dr. lS. Patel, the renowned oil palm scientist took over 
the administrative control of these research stations. The 
first attempt in exploiting the hybrid vigour in coconut 
was started by Dr. Patel during this period . The first 
TxD hybrid using Tall palm as female parent and Dwarf 
as male parent evolved which became a revolutionary 
breakthrough in crop improvement studies in coconut. 
Organized development efforts in coconut had its 
beginning just before India became independent. Now 
that the crop has emerged as the most beneficial crop to 
the humanity, having global acceptance, the development 

32 Indian Coconut Journal 
November 2016 

agencies 
instrumental behind 
the process and their 
efforts and impacts 
are briefly discussed 
in the article. 

Indian 
Central Coconut 
Committee (ICeC) 

The year 1945 
mar ked an other 
significant milestone 
in coconut sector. 
The India Central 
Coconut Committee 
(ICCC) came into 
existence with its 
headquarters at Ernakulam in Kerala state. ICCC was 
vested with statutory powers for undertaking systematic 
development and research in coconut. The main 
functions of the Committee were to undertake, assist 
and encourage agricultural, industrial, technological 
and economic research on coconut; to supply technical 
advice to growers and to persons engaged in coconut 
industry; to encourage the adoption of improved methods 
in coconut cultivation; to improve marketing of coconuts 
and coconut products in India and abroad and suggest 
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suitable measures to pj'event unfair competitions; to 
promote and encourage cooperative efforts among 
the coconut growers and the coconut industries; to fix 
grade standards of copra and its products; and to collect 
statistics from growers, dealers, millers and other 
sources on all relevant matters of coconut industry. 
It was during the Committee's period the extension 
activities in coconut were given more thrust. The 
Committee started 'Coconut Bulletin' in 1947 which 
later on renamed as Indian Coconut Journal and Indian 
Nalikera Journal, the first ever monthly publication 
dedicated to coconut in the country. In 1953 its Kannada 
version also was commenced. The book, 'The Coconut 
Palll1- A Monograph ' by Dr. K.P.Y. Menon and Dr. K.M. 
Pandalai still enjoys the status of the best publication 
ever made on coconut crop. 

The Committee implemented several research and 
development programmes in different coconut growing 
States. The Committee set up two central coconut 
research stations one at Kasaragod in the Cannanore 
District in 1947 to tackle the problems of fundamental 
research and the other at Kayamkulam in Quilon District 
in 1948 to investigate the problems connected with 
pests and diseases. Besides, regional coconut research 
stations were set up at Kumarakom and Balaramapuram 
in Kerala, Arsikere in Kamataka; Ambajipet in Andhra 
Pradesh; Ratnagiri in Maharashtra; Sakhigopal in 
Orissa and Kahikuchi in Assam with the support of 
the state governments. At the coconut research station, 
Kasaragod research on agronomy, botany, cytogenetics 
and analytical chemistly was intensified by commencing 
separate divisions for each discipline. The state research 
laboratolY, which was functioning at Quilon, Kerala and 
Research Station at Kayamkulam, where work on coconut 
root wilt disease was in progress were also transferred 
to the Committee. It was during the Committee's period 
that the germplasm exchange programme was intensified 
and the collection of indigenous germplasm initiated. 
Along with adaptive research, technological research on 
coconut too received attention for the first time during 
the Committees' period. The Committee designed and 
popularized improved copra kilns for producing quality 
copra and promoted studies on processing through 
CFTRI, Mysore. 

The performance of the Committee had reflected 
in the production front of the period as well. National 
production which remained at 3332 million in 1950-51 
was increased to 5546 million in 1968-69. 

Regional Office for Coconut Development 
Consequent to the abolition of the Indian Central 

Coconut Committee, a Regional Office for Coconut 
Development was formed by the Government of India 
at the Committee headquarters itself as an interim 
arrangement to carry out the development activities 
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which were in operation in different pal1s of the country. 
The Regional Office functioned only for one year and 
the same was abolished in 1967 when the Directorate of 
Coconut Development came into existence. 

Directorate of Coconut Development (DCCD) 
The Directorate of Coconut Development came 

into being under the Ministry of Agriculture, Govt. of 
India in 1967 with the functional responsibilities of 
planning and co-ordination of central and state sector 
programmes on coconut development in the country. 
For assisting in the planning process, an advisory body 
viz. Indian Coconut Development Council was also 
constituted giving representation to varied interests in 
coconut industry. DCCD monitored many Centrally 
Sponsored programmes viz. , production and distribution 
of quality seedlings, laying out demonstration plots, 
adoption of plant protection measures, improvement 
of marketing facilities including establishment of 
regulated markets, fixation of grade specifications 
for coconut oil etc. The programmes implemented by 
the Directorate during different spells are discussed 
separately. The research activities kept under the ambit 
of these organizations till then were shifted to the Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research (lCAR) through the 
Central Plantation Crops Research Institute (CPCRl) 
and the Directorate of Coconut Development (DCCD) 
was solely vested with the development functions of the 
crop. The Directorate functioned till the formation of the 
Coconut Development Board in 1981. 

Coconut Development Board 
The Board was constituted as a statutory body by 

an act of Parliament viz. Coconut Development Board 
Act (1979) for the integrated development of coconut 
industry. The major functions of the Board inter 
alia include adopting measures for the development 
of coconut industry, recommending measures for 
improving marketing of coconut and coconut products, 
regulating imp0l1 and exp0l1 of coconut and its products, 
adopting measures for assisting coconut growers to get 
incentive prices for coconut and its products, providing 
financial and other assistance for cultivation, processing 
and marketing aspects of coconut, fixing of grade 
specification and standard of coconut and its products 
etc. 

The headquarters of the Board is located on the land 
measuring 75 cents, acquired by the erstwhile Indian 
Central Coconut Committee. The Board commenced 
implementing development programmes from 1982-83 
which was the third year ofthe Sixth Five Year Plan Period. 
The development programmes on coconut implemented 
hitherto by the Directorate of Coconut Development 
were given new direction by the Board by identifying 
key areas where efforts were to be concentrated. Location 
specific programmes were formulated with the objective 
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of creating permanent production potential , stepping up 
productivity, developing appropriate technologies for 
product diversification and improved marketing of the 
crop. Expansion of area under coconut, production and 
distribution of quality planting material, technology 
development, surveys, extension and publicity activities 
etc. were the major programmes implemented during 
the period. The Board started three Regional Offices 
at Bangalore, Patna and Chennai in different periods 
in order to co-ordinate and monitor the development 
programmes implemented in various states . Six state 
centres were also started in Andhra Pradesh, Orissa, 
West Bengal, Assam, Tripura and Andaman &Nicobar 
Islands. In the course of time Regional office Patna 
was wound up giving the unit, the status of state centre 
and State centre Guwahati was elevated to the status 
of Regional Office. Recently State centre Patna has 
reinstated as Regional office. Demonstration cum Seed 
Production Farms for coconuts with the objective of 
production of hybrid seedlings as well as to demonstrate 
the scientific cultivation technologies were started in ten 
states comprised oftraditional and non-traditional areas 
in an area of340 ha . 

The Board had made a beginning on the technology 
development of coconut by starting a Technology 
Development Centre for coconut, attached to the 
headquarters of the Board which was later on shifted 
to Vazhakulam in Ernakulam district in a leased land 
of one acre. At present in addition to the above field 
network, the Board has got one field unit at Trivandmm 
and a Market Development cum-Information Centre at 
New Delhi. The programmes implemented by different 
development agencies in different Plan periods and their 
impact are discussed at length under Five Year Plan 
programmes. 

Development efforts during various Five Year 
Plan Periods 

Coconut crop was not brought within the purview 
of the first Five Year Plan which st311ed in 1951-52 
and hence there was no separate allotment of funds 
for coconut development. However, the Indian Central 
Coconut Committee which came into existence in 1945 
was carrying out its normal development functions. 
Some of the notable achievements during this plan 
period were the establishment of large number of 
coconut nurseries in different coconut growing states and 
establishment of biological control laboratory units for 
the multiplication ofparasites against coconut pests. The 
publicity and extension activities were also given priority 
for popularizing the scientific coconut cultivation by 
introducing plant protection through several publications 
and other media. The activities during the First Five Year 
Plan Period could help in increasing the production level 
from 3282 million nuts (1950-51) to 4224 million nuts 
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million hectares. the peri( 

Coconut research and development was brought could Sl 

within the purview of the Second Plan which commenced the set 
from 1956-57. Major thrusts were given on the potentia 
production and distribution of quality seedlings, laying in Madr: 
out demonstration plots, adoption of plant protection N'ICObar 
measures, improvement of marketing facilities including cultivati 
establishment of regulated markets, fixation of grade as in sal 
specifications for coconut oil , etc during this period. the pott 
The Committee did meritorious service in the field of was indi 
Agricultural Extension including publicity through its immedi, 
regular and adhoc publications . Sample surveys for cultivati 
the correct estimation of area and yield of coconut and on the ( 
cost of cultivation were taken up in Assam, Kerala, prograrr 
Madras, Mysore, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh and in edible pi 
Orissa. Parasite breeding stations for biological control next 20 
of nephantis were first staried during the second plan cultivati 
period. The Committee set up special sub-committee contexH 
for organizing technological research through the in soap 
existing technological institutes in the country. Schemes as a stro 
for the solvent extraction of oil from coconut oil cake 
and preparation of charcoal from coconut shell were for three 
sanctioned to be taken up at the Regional Research 68 and 
Laboratory at Hyderabad while preparation of vinegar implelm 
from coconut neera and processing of de-oiled coconut viz. TxD 
cake so as to render it suitable for human consumption of Elite 
were sanctioned to be taken up at the Central Food ofqualit 
Technological Research Institute, Mysore . The sanction 
development activities undertaken during the period period t 
could bring about beneficial impact on coconut and the 
prod~lction, which reached the level of 4639 million A Ie 
nuts 111 1960-61 . The development activities undertaken product) 
dunng the penod could bnng about beneficial impact Plan Pel 
on coconut production, which reached the level of 4639 to achi 
million nuts in 1960-61. nuts ov~ 

During the Third Plan period commenced in 1961- Howeve 
62, more emphasis was given to production oriented like Pa 
programmes in traditional coconut growing belts . The beginni 
developmental activities of the second five year plan some 0 

period were expanded and continued during the Third kicked 
Plan. In addition, short-term production and productivity materi 
improvement measures like application offertilizers and and AI1I 
manures and adoption of irrigation facilities were also TxT p 
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introduced. A steady increase in coconut production 
was observed during this plan period. By the end of 
the Plan period the production was reached to 5035 
million nuts which was 396 mil Iion nuts more than the 
production level recorded in 1960-61. During the mid 
Plan Pcriod a study on coconut in India was undertaken 
under the aegis of the Committee on Natural Resources 
under the Chairmanship of Dr. M.S.Randhawa, Adviser 
(Resources) Planning Commission. The objective of the 
study was to analyse development measures taken till 
the pcriod in the production of coconut, how far they 
could succeed and how far they had failed to achieve 
the set objectives. The outcome of the study posed 
potential for further expansion of coconut cultivation 
in Madras, Orissa, Gujarat and the Islands of Andaman, 
Nicobar, Laccadive and Minicoy. The scope for coconut 
cultivation along the banks of canals, bunds as well 
as in saline waste lands in the coastal belts as well as 
the potential for expanding the nursery programme 
was indicated in the study. The study also indicated an 
immediatc need for survey of potential areas for coconut 
cultivation. Other observations which had a bearing 
on the coconut development in future were, package 
programme, compulsory grading of coconut oil for 
edible purpose, study on the demand and supply for the 
next 20 years and also to exploring the possibility of 
cultivation of African Oil Palm in suitable areas in the 
context that palm oil is a good substitute for coconut oil 
in soap making. Palm oil, however, made deep rooting 
as a strong substitute of other edible oils at later stage. 

The third plan period was followed by plan break 
for three consecu tive fi nancial years ie. 1966-67, 1967­
68 and 1968-69. During these years the programmes 
implemented previously were continued. New schemes 
viz. TxD seedlings production programme, establishment 
of Elite Seed Farm in Kamataka and subsidized supply 
ofquality coconut seedlings in Gujarat were additionally 
sanctioned as Centrally Sponsored Schemes. During this 
period the production level reached 5546 million nuts 
and thc area 0.99 million hectares. 

A large number of short term and long term 
production programmes were taken up during the fourth 
Plan Period which began in 1969-70. The objective was 
to achieve an additional production of 1000 million 
nuts over a base level production of 5546 million nuts. 
However, some ofthe important shOli-tenn programmes 
like Package Scheme could not be taken up from the 
beginning. Nevertheless, it was in the Fourth Plan that 
some of the strategic long tenn production programmes 
kicked off. Production and distribution of hybrid planting 
material in the state of Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu 
and Andhra Pradesh, establishment of elite seed farm for 
TxT progenies in Karnataka and subsidized supply of 
quality planting material in Gujarat were implemented 

as Centrally Sponsored Schemes. In the state sector, 
expansions of area under coconut and nursery 
programmes were taken up as long term measures. By 
the end of the fourth plan period the area under coconut 
increased to 1.102 million ha and production to 5851 
million nuts. 

During the Fifth Plan Period besides continuing 
the long term programmes initiated during the Fourth 
Plan, short-term productivity oriented programmes 
namely package scheme, laying out demonstration plots, 
production and distribution of TxD and DxT hybrid 
combinations, maintenance of elite farms, etc. were 
continued. In addition, surveys on cost of cultivation, 
coconut production and processing aspects also were 
undertaken during this plan period. Plant protection 
measures were given adequate thrust by adopting 
comprehensive spraying programmes, multiplication of 
parasites etc. A rejuvenation programme in the coconut 
root wilt disease affected plantations in Kerala was also 
introduced for the first time during the plan period. The 
production level touched 5662 million nuts 

During the Sixth Plan Period which commenced in 
1980-81, the development strategy took a new dimension 
with the formation ofCoconut Development Board(CDB) 
on 12th January, 1981 as per Coconut Development Board 
Act 1979. Directorate of Coconut Development ceased 
it's functioning with the establishment of the Board 
which monitored the implementation ofthe programmes 
implemented by the state governments till the fonnation 
of the Coconut Development Board in 1981. The 
Directorate of Coconut Development (DCD) ceased to 
exist with the formation ofCoconut Development Board. 
But the Centrally Sponsored programmes monitored by 
the Directorate like package scheme, production and 
distribution ofTxD seedlings, laying out demonstration 
plots, maintenance of elite fanns etc. were continued. 

The Board was mandated with the responsibility 
of formulating location specific programmes for the 
integrated development of coconut cultivation and 
industry in India. Board commenced implementing 
development programmes from 1982-83 which was the 
third year of the Sixth Five Year Plan Period. Coconut 
development activities were given new dimension with 
the objective of creating permanent production potential, 
stepping up productivity, developing appropriate 
technologies for product diversification and improved 
marketing of the crop. Expansion of area under coconut, 
production and distribution of quali ty planting material, 
technology development, surveys, extension and 
publicity activities etc. were the major programmes 
implemented during the period. The Board started one 
Regional Office at Bangalore during this period to co­
ordinate and monitor the development programmes in 
Karnataka, Goa and Maharashtra. A Demonstration Cum 

Indian Coconut Journal 35 
November 2016 



I 

, 

, 

I 

I 
• Theme article 

Seed Production Farm for coconut was also established at 
Mandya, Karnataka during thi s period. A comprehensive 
survey to assess the intensity of root wilt disease was 
carried out jointly by CPCRT, Department ofAgriculture 
and Coconut Development Board in 1984 which brought 
out a production loss of968 million nuts annually due to 
root wilt disease. 

By the end of the Sixth Plan Period the area under 
coconut reached at 1.183 million ha and the production 
6913 million nuts 

The development programmes of the Board received 
further impetus during 1985-86 with the onset ofSeventh 
Five Year Plan. The technology development which 
made a beginning in the Sixth Plan Period got widened 
during the seventh plan period by starting a technology 
development centre for coconut, attached to the 
headquarters of the Board which subsequently shifted to 
Vazhakulam, Emakulam district in a leased land of one 
acre . Studies on product diversification giving emphasis 
on developing new products like coconut cream, bottling 
of coconut water, coir pith briquetting, timber utilisation, 
etc. were initiated under sponsored research programmes 
thro ugh the reputed research organisations like RRL, 
CFTRI, DFRL and MERADO. Since the importance 
of sc ientific management practices in coconut was felt 
essential , establishment of demonstration cum seed 
production (DSP) farms in different locations both 
traditional as well as non - traditional belts was taken 
up as a major activity. DSP farms were initiated during 
this plan period in Madhya Pradesh, Assam, Tripura 
and Bihar with the objective of demonstrating scientific 
coconut cultivation in these non-traditional belts and 
developing reliable sources of different cultivars and 
hybrids besides being a source of income to the Coconut 
Development Board. 

Coconut cultivation in Kerala was under the grip of 
devastating root wilt disease. Cutting and removal of 
disease affected palms by giving compensation to the 
farmers along with introduction of improved management 
practices was a priority area during the Plan period with 
the objective to improve the productivity of coconut. 
This was in tune with the research recommendation that 
eradication of root(wilt) disease advanced palms and 
replanting with quality seedlings coupled with proper 
management would improve productivity of coconut. 

It was during this period the Board could expand its 
field network. Second regional office of the Board was 
established in Patna, Bihar during 1985 to coordinate and 
monitor the development activities in the north and north 
eastern reg ions like Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Tripura, 
Assam, Orissa, Manipur, West Bengal and U.T. of 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. For close liaison with the 
state Agri /Hort. Department and di rect implementation 
of some of the developmental activities, State Centres 
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were also established in the States under the jurisd ictior Plan progra 
of the Regional Office, Patna. Concerted efforts ofthes( 10 crores a 
State Centres and Regional Offices could bring aboD" helped to f 
notable Improvement 111 the overall area, productlO J" thrusts was 
and productivity level in the country and could boos of planting I 
the Image of the Coconut Development Board at th t and techno II 
national level especially in the north and north easten improvemen 
states. In 1986 Government of IndIa commenced tht coconut hole 
fixing of support price to copra, an initiati ve which i! diseases etc 
continued even now as a support measure to prote also str~ngn 
coconut farmers . The area under coconut reached th the DSP F;n 
level of 1.47 million ha and production 9359 million nul' period due t 
by the end of VII Plan Period. ha each wcn 

With the initiation of a computeri zed coconu in Ernakulan 
information centre at the headquarters, the lnformatiol alienated to 
network of Coconut Development Board ;vas expande( of Andhra PI 
with the objective of exchanging up-to-date informatior This peric 
on all aspects of coconut mdustry among the maJ ol coconut oil 
coconut growing countries in the world under tht coronary artt 
Integrated Coconut Information Service Programmt Biochemistl" 
(lCISP) initiated by the Asian Pacific CoconlJl guidance of i 
Community (APCC). of coconut ~ 

Another milestone during this perio.d was that a~ profile ' was c 
apex body 111 co-operative sector was registered III 198 results in fa\ 
viz. KERAFED. The primary obj ective of KERAFEr of the intern 
was to organize coconut growers by bringi ng then In 1996 the J­
under the co-operative ~mbrella and to provide tb en: functioning i 
With supplies and services to augment their ll1comt own land me 
base by increased productivity and value additions citv. A seconl 
This was proposed to be achieved through an integratec by'Board thn 
system of production, procurement, storage, processll1g in 1996 whic 
product diversification and marketing of coconut ant disease to 24 
coconut products at prices remunerative to producer; The Nintl 
and acceptable to consumers on a sustained basis. Fo' 
taking up tbese activities about 900 Primary Agricultura -­
Credit Societies (PACS) were brought under the purvie\\ 
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of Kerafed. A fu ll-fledged copra process ing plant was 
established by the Kerafed at Karunagapally in Kollam 
District with the annual processing capacity of 60,000 
MT. Coconut oil marketed by Kerafed in consumer pack 
with the brand name ' Kera" Vias well accepted by the 
consumers and could generate consid erable domestic 
and international demand for coconut oil. 

The seven~h plan period was followed by two plan 
holidays in 1990-91 and 1991-92. During these periods, 
programmes implemented during the Plan period were 
continucd. A major policy decision was taken in 1990 
declaring coconut as an 'oilseed crop of tree origin' 
by Govt. of India for giving more thrust for coconut 
development. But it was a fact that preference received 
by seasonal oilseeds was not made available to coconut. 
One State Centre Office of the Board was started in 
Andhra Pradesh during 1990-91 to implement and 
monitor developmental activities in close liaison with 
the State Horticulture Department. 

The developmental programmes on coconut received 
further boost in 1992-93 with the approva l of Eight 
Plan programmes. An enhanced budget outlay from 
10 crores allotted in previous Plan to 79.29 crores 
helped to formulate more viable schemes . Major 
thrusts was given on the production and distribution 
of planting material , expansion of area under coconut 
and technology developmen t as well as productivity 
improvement programmes like integrated fanning in 
coconut holdings, integrated control of major pests and 
diseases, etc. Extension and publicity activities were 
also strengthened during the period. The activities of 
the DSP Farm Belbari, Tripura was disrupted during the 
period due to terrorist activity. Two more famls of 20 
ha each were started in Kerala during the Plan Period 
in Ernakulam and Thrissur districts. Another 40 ha was 
alienated to Coconut Development Board by the Govt. 
of Andhra Pradesh for starting a fann at Vegiwada. 

This period was witnessing serious allegation against 
coconut oil consumption in the pretext that it causes 
coronary artery disease (CAD). A study was entl1lsted to 
Biochemistry department of Kerala Univers ity under the 
guidance of Dr. T. Rajamohan on ' Effect of consumption 
of coconut kernel and coconut oil on the serum lipid 
profile' was concluded in 1995 which brought out positive 
results in favour of coconut oil. The Board hosted one 

:tive of KERAFE D of the international events of APCC in Kochi in 1995. 
by bringi.ng them In 1996 the HQs of Coconut Development Board started 

1d to p rovide them functioning in the 10 storied building constructed in its 
;ment their II1come own land measurinu 75 cents at the heart of the Cochin 
Id val ue additions. city. A second surve~ on root wilt disease was sponsored 
lrough an mtegr~ted by Board through CPCRI and Department ofAgriculture 
storage, processll1g; in 1996 which revealed reduction in intensity of root wilt 
mg of coconut ane disease to 24.05 %. 
:rative to producer~ The Ninth Plan programmes of Board got clearance 
sustained basis. For 

in 2001-02, lhough the first year of the Plan was 
1997-98 . During the first three years the development 
programmes implemented during the Eighth Plan 
were continued. Esta blishment of two more farms 
was initiated during this period, one each at Vegivada 
(Andhl'a Pradesh), which alienated in previous plan end 
and Pitapilly (Orissa). The launching of a Technology 
Miss ion on Coconut for bridging the gap in the then 
existed measures, hosting of 37th Cocotech of APCC, 
rendering financi al ass istance of Rs.12.225 crores to 
the Government ofAndhra Pradesh for rehabilitation of 
cyclone affected coconut gardens etc., were milestones. 
The national production level touched 12252 million 
nuts by 1999-2000. A study to find out the impact of 
consumption of coconut oil on Coronary Altery Disease 
was entrusted to Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute of Medical 
Sciences and Technology and the study results revealed 
negative corre lation. The achievements of the Coconut 
Development Board were duly acknowledged by Asian 
and Pacific Coconut Community by honoring it with 
'Tree of life" award . 

The coconut plantations in the country confronted 
a severe setback in 1998. A dreaded pest, coconut 
mite, eriophyes guenironis made a rampant spread in 
the plantations in the country which hit the production 
front and seriously affected the coir sector. Intervention 
of research and development agencies in controlling 
the menace worked out well, despite its prevalence in 
moderate level in many parts. 

The Tenth Plan was initiated in 2002-03. The 
appointment of Smt. Minnie Mathew, as the first lAS 
Chairman of the Board gave new impetus to the v ision 
and mission of Board. The programmes of the Board 
were dovetailed in such a way that coconut farmers 
also become part and parcel of implementation of 
Government schemes. The scattered nature of small 
and marginal fanners was a hindrance in production, 
processing and marketing front. Fanner participatory 
coconut clusters were formed and they became the 
conduits in implementing productivity improvement 
programmes. This had created overwhelming enthusiasm 
among the fanning community. Technology Mission 
on coconut made strong footing and several coconut 
based industries stmted in various palts of the country 
by availing back ended credit capital subsidy from the 
Board. Product development gained momentum and 
many value added products were added to the series . 
A well planned multi media campaign highlighting the 
health benefits of coconut products was canied out in 
the length and breadth of the country which culminated 
in boosting the demand for coconut products especially 
coconut oil and tender coconut water even in non ­
producing areas. 

The coconut festivals in 2005 and 2007 in Kochi 
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and Trivandrum and the international seminar in Goa 
were memorable events. Coconut farmers, exporters , 
manufacturers , industrialists etc who have excelled in 
respective field were honored by giving national awards 
for the first time in 2006 which is still continuing. 

2007-08 marked the first year of the Eleventh Five 
Year Plan period. A massive programme for replanting 
and rejuvenatIOn of coconut gardens in Kerala and 
Andaman & Nicobar Islands was cleared by Government 
of India in May, 2009 as a Central Sector scheme. The 
total cost of the project was Rs. 2275 crores with a 
subsidy component ofRs.478.50 crores. It remains as the 
highest allocation a single crop ever received. Another 
milestone in this period was notification of Coconut 
Development Board as EXp0l1 Promotion Council (EPC) 
for all coconut products other than coir and coir based 
products. This positioning helps the Board to monitor 
the export movement of all products meticulously. 
Board Issues mandatory Registration cum Membership 
Certificate (RCMC) to exporters , enabling the export 
procedure. 

By the end of the eleventh plan Shri. T.K. Jose, 
another lAS officer took over charge ofChairman, which 
gave lot of encouragement to the farming community. 
The new initiatives visualized and put in operation by 
Shoo T.K. Jose helped to mark an unprecedented image 
boost to the Board at national and international level. 
The activities like 'Friends of coconut' with the intention 
to create sufficient manpower in palm climbing and plant 
protection, aggregation of fanners into three tier system 
of Coconut Producers Societies(CPS), the basic tier, 
Coconut Producers Federation(CPF), the middle tier and 
the apex st:uct.ure ofCoconut Producer Company(CPC) 
With the objective of empowering the small and marginal 
famers, intensification of crop insurance in coconut, 
kera suraksha for coconut climbers, popularizing neera 
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health drink, skill development in 
neera extraction and production 
of downstream products from 
neera received accolades and 
international recognition. Many 
countries expressed interest to 
emulate the efforts. India gOI 
the opportunity to host the 51 K 

Session of APCC which could 
showcase India's strength before 
other countries. 

We are now in the close oj 
the twelveth Plan period. It i ~ 

a moment to feel proud in the 
proper positioning of Indian 
coconut sector at the global 

arena and in the India's premier status in production 
and productivity. The country is marching towards z 
prominent position in export sector too. The country hm 
recorded perceptible growth in export of products like 
coconut oil and activated carbon. We are number one ir 
the export ofactivated carbon . Export value from coconUi 
pro?ucts has surpassed that from coir and coir products 
Indlan products are moving to different destinatiom 
viz., US, France, Japan, Germany, UAE, Africa , Pacifi( 
Islands and so on. The wide gap prevailed in domestic 
and international price for coconut products narrower 
down and recently moving in reverse trend which openeo 
up new vistas for India in export promotion. 

What next? 
. Achievements recorded in research front by CPCRi 
111 crop Improvement, crop management, crop protectior 
and. technology development are praiseworthy. State 
Agncultural Universities and a few private organizatiom 
are carrying out research in certain discipline. Statt 
Agri/Horti departments support development activitie~ 

of coconut. Amidst these prestigious achievements. 
challenges and issues are many in coconut sector. Pest~ 

and diseases, natural calamities, impact of climat( 
change, low productivity etc. , often hinder the lineal 
growth . At the same time relevance of coconut as a food 
crop with many nutritional and medicinal propertie) 
enhances its importance and acceptance world over 
This state of affair warrants more focused R&D effort 
in coconut and reinforces the need for concerte( 
collaborative efforts by organizations and agencies a' 
national and international level. • 
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