H.P. Maheswarappa, R. Dhanapal, C.C.Biddappa and George V. Thomas
Division of Crop Production Central Plantation Crops Research Institute, Kasaragod

ABSTRACT

- A trial was conducted at CPCRI, Kasaragod to study the feasibility of using coir pith as
bedding material in homestead poultry unit, and its nutritive value as manure at later stages.
The results revealed that, coir pith can be used as a bedding material without affecting poultry

birds in deep litter system. After 80 days, the coir pith was enriched with poultry droppings
and it's chemical properties like lignin and cellulose contents were decreased to 12.2 and 15.0
per centrespectively from the orginal values 0f 34.8 and 28.6 per cent respectively. TheC:N
ratio came down to 10: 1 from the intial value of 93: 1 and was richer in major and micro-
nutrients compared to raw coir pith. The microbial population was higher in coir pith enriched

with poultry dropings compared to raw coir pith.
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Introduction

Coir pith, the by-product of coir industry,
was hitherto considered as a waste material.
Of late, technology has been developed for
composting it to be used as an organic manure
and soil ameliorant. The coconut husk finds
its noble use due to its fibrous nature and
resilience. After extracting the coir, the waste
material Viz. the pith consisting of dust and
bits of fibers of lesser length are considered
waste and dumped on the road side in mounds

and in increasing proportions every year. The
" tannins that oozes from the dump yards

during monsoon are considered to create
environmental problems. Attempts were made
by the Central Coir Board (India) to find better
ways and means of utilization of this waste
material. The abundant availability of coir pith
in the southern states, the problems
associated with its disposal, the associated
environmental pollution problems and the
physico-chemical characteristics of the
material attracted the attention of
agriculturists and technologists in finding
productive use of this material.

The current boom in the fertilizer prices,
farm energy requirements and growing
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Conclusxon

. From this study it can be concluded that,}
Sun dried, sieved coir pith €an be safely used;.
"-as a bedding material in homestead poultry
farm The. .coir pith .enriched with poultry

C N ratio and higher microbial" act1v1ty‘
renderlng it as most acceptable orgamc
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