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The in tc rsp accs in coco n ut ga rd ens afford im­
mense scope fo r ra ising a Iai ge va r ie ty of annual and 
perenn ial c ro ps. It h as been est ima ted that on ly 
about 25 p er cen t o f th e land in a coconu t ga rde n 
encompassing th e effecti ve root zone is being utili­
sed by th e p a lm. A m.i jo r port ion of th e su n light 
fallin g in a g a rde n of be lo w 7 to H years and of 
about 20 to 25 years a lso go wash? T he o th e r tw o 
consrit uen ts i.c , nutrien t and moi sture required for 
plant g ro wth ca n be m ad e av a ila ble by judicious a p­
plication o f fe r t il ize rs an d irrigation . T he re fore, it 
is evide nt tha t a bou t 75 per cen t o f th e area in a 
coconut ga rd e n (an be profitahl y utilised for grow­
ing 01 he r crops. 

Growing a single annual crop. lik e tapioca . de­
phan t foot ya m , colocasia, ginger, turmeri c or dry 
paddy in coc on u t ga rden is practised by a number 
of cu l tiva to rs . But th e pr od uct iv itv can be consid er­
ably increased by resorting to what is known as mul­
iistoreyed or multilevel cro pp ing. In thi s system , 
more than o ne crop growing- at d ifferen t heigh ts ca n 
he ra ised in the sa me area. Peppe r has been found 
to fit ill pe r fectly well ill thi s type of cr opp ing 
patt em . A most successfu l and profitable crop co m­
hina t ion in th e multile vel cropping programme is 
COCo llu t-p ep p er-cocoa-p in cap p lc . Among th ese fo ur 
ClOpS p ineap pl e forms the floo r cro p . T h is ca n be 
replaced by an y other an n u al cr op lik e g inger, tur­
meric, cowpea e tc. Cocoa pla n ted in be tween rows 
of cocon u t palms and g ro wing to a he ight o f 1 to (j 

metres is the first floo r an d pepper p ru ned to a he igh t 
of (j I u 8 m etres is the seco nd floor. The pal m 
rano py consti tutes th e to p most floo r . 

T h e a d va n tages of trailing pepper on coconut 
palm h ave not been fully reali sed by the cultivators 
as a la rge nu m be r of th em are under th e impression 
that it m ay be harmful to coco n u t. Traditionally 
peppe r is t ra iled on sraudr rds esp ecially pl anted for 
the purpose when grow n as a pure cr op . llut when 

g ro wn in house co mpounds in sm a ll holding'S, it i ~ 

ge nerally t ra iled 0 11 :lIlY tree sta nd ing in th e com­
pou nd e it her w ild o r cult iva ted like mango , jack 
etc. I t has bee n fou nd to grow on these trees a n d 
g ive very good yiel d. Pe p per utilises the s tan d a rd 
only as a su p port fo r cli mbing a nd therefo re th e fea r 
th a t it may adversc lv affec t the coconut p alm h as 
no ba sis. I n fan it i.., a read y m ad e sta ndard a nd 
th e cu lt iva to rs arc spared o f co nsid erable expend i­
ture and la bo ur in estahl ish iug l ive standards for 
peppe r cul tiva tion. 

H oui 10 [dan ! !JcjJ!l er 

Pepper comes up we ll in la tci ite, loam , sa ndy 
lo am an d cl ay cd soil s. Lit to r al sa nd is n o t well 
suited fo r pe pper cu l ti vation. Areas SUbj ec ted to 
wat er logg ing and in undation arc also unsuitable 
fo r peppe r. Co co nut pal ms of mo re th an 25 years 
age a nd ab ou t 10 me tre s he igh t ca n be used as 
sl and a rd s. 

Pl an t ing can he d one wi th the on set o f sout h­
west mo nsoon in May-J u ne. Pi ts o f a bo u t 30 em . X 
~ I O nil . x ;{O ern . should be dug a bo ut one m etre 
away from th e ba se of th e p al m on the n orthe r n 
side a nd fill , d \I ith to p so il mixed with well rott en 
co m post or ca ttle m anure. Two 01' th ree rooted cu t­
lings of pep pe r arc I h ell planted in e ach pit and 
th e so il aro u nd it pressed we ll. The vine sh ould 
hel pe d to cl im b o n 1'1e p a lm by p rovld ing small 
twigs ill between th e vine. and lite t ree, The vines 
m ay also he a llowed to tra il al ong th e g ro u n d till 
they co me nc a r the tree from where th ey cl im b 
th e support tree. Since th e tru nk of t he cocon u t 
palm is smooth it m ay not he po ssibl e fo r the cl irn­
h ing l oo ts o f th e " inc 10 cllcc tivc ly cli ng to the su p ­
po rt. Therefo re the v in es shou ld he n ed to th e 
p alm 31 regular int crv-ils as it grows. Care shou ld 
also be tak en to avo id d amages to the vines on ac­
co u nt. o f fall in g of fronds of coco nu t 011 th e vine. 
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Yiel d of pep per val It'S con : iderahl y dcpenclillg 
u pon va rious faCIOI" l ike va riety. La nll py area, cul ­
tural an d m a n uri al p Taet ic.'c: err . Thc variation has 
b ee n fo un d to r ang- ' Irom O.:iOO kg-. 10 R.OO kg . dTy 
pepper p er vi ne. : \ 1 the Co ·OIl Ul Resea rch Sia. 
t ion, P ilicode an average yie ld o f 1,;10 kg . wa ob. 
ra ined fro m urrinigated vi nes of ;1 to 10 ye ars old , 
Th average yi lei obt ain ed at the CCIILIal Pl an 01· 

lion Crops Research 111. ti t ut c, I' a ' ;11ag d was 2.50 kg. c. 
from 1) )'l~a r ol d vines while t vo vine re corded a 1'1 
maxi mu m yield of 7.50 kg . each . ('f 

Ill i 
1In 

The ~ corc for cstabli-h ing p un, pepper pl ;1I1I,1- j 
tions in ou r Stall: is Yen' l imi red dill: to srarcitv 0 .1 

lan d . H ow ev er we nave m ore th a u 120 m ill ion en. a ll 

comu p alm s ami ev en if 011 . 1><-1 cnt of the palm ! 
are used fo r trai l ing \'II "S, rn i ll .rcas e in p'ppe 
prod uct ion will he ronsid r: hi ' . 

uutri c nt . as per ih« rCr01ll111 'llded clo. a ~I ' sho uld be 
ensu red for th e e x p re~ ion of m aximu m producti 
vll y. 

It wi ll a lso aeld !O the inrnmc of the co on n 
gTowcr~ e spc ially Hall ho ld 1 s. T' ak ing the yield! 
at a modera tel y low 1<:",,1 of (lIIC kg. p l'r vine , o ne: 
hec tare of la ud ha ving 17=i tree will uivc all income 
of . 29751- at t he pre , .n t m arket rate of Rs . 17 /· 
per kg . o f pepper. T hi .. i ill addition to th e incorn 
from oco nut and ot her in ter TOp'. c expendi­
tu re invol ved in the m niutcnancc of vines after est a­
hl i hruen t is o n lv tOW;1l rls LOSt of 1II ;1I1l1re ' and har 
vest whi ch may come to a m aximum of R ·. 500/. 

o the r uft ivntors can e.'peLt a rn in i.num net in '0111 

o f R s. 2175 / - fro m p ~pp el' plant ed in III IC he r rare 
f coc n ut rarden. 
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'Wh ile tak in g basins for manu ring coco n u t p a lm , 
an a I ea of abo u t o ne me tre sq uarc around th e base 
of th e pepper p la n e should be lef t u nd istu r bed . 
Otherw ise th e ro o t !, aru ;1l1 of the vine w ill be ex­
posed an d the pl ant mav dr y up. 

Growt h o f the vi ne sh ou ld 1)(" restricted to abou t 
(i to Ii met res 10 faci lit ate easy h a rvest ing (If coco­
nut. adder -hould Uf' used for cl irnh ing th e tree 
upto the III ight o f the VU\(.'s anrl t hereafter the tree 
ran be climb d in th e 11 ual way. 

Pep per uaricty fo r in tcrcrop. 

A tria l to ciCCI the most sui ta b le ep per vari­
ct v for g-Iowing in co o n u t ga rden i ill p ro re s a t 
th e Coconu t R esea rch " a t ion, P il icod. P rel im in ar y 
indications are th at th e ville Ka ri rnund a th r ives we ll 
an d co mes to llowe r ing earl ier. The P an ni yu r- I 
hyln id o f which the vegetative g rowth is crood. 
ra kes a lo nger t ime LO collie to Hower. The y iel d 
o f l' a n n i~ IIr-} has a lso been found to be less wh en 
gro wn III cocon u t gnrdens. O bservat ion s m ade in 
some o f ihc cult iva tors' field s h av e also giv clI th e 
sallie re su l ts, H owever , Iur th er d eta iled studies ar e 

rcq urrcd on th IS asp ec t. 

. lan ure adcq uatc lv 

1\ a nuri ng shou ld be done sep a ra tely and adc­
qll a e lv ha th fo r cocon ut and e p pe r . T o 
m a n ure 0 11 one crop and neg en the o ther 
, ill do h ar m to both the crops. The applica t ion of 

T ho ug h p epper .s not ge ne ra ll y irr iga ted . yield 
I all be on-i de rably me ' e a ~ e cl i t" irriga io n is g iven 
ill d r v month . . r p pe r pl an ted in in igat ed 0 .o n u t 

!.\~ mlc n· w ill he he ll ' lit d hy the irrigatio n given to 
ih e pal illS . There is 110 need to ir r ig-a te th em -cp a­
rutcl v. In unirr igatcd garde ns th e vi nes ilia ; he 

g-i "c lI potwa te r ing a t least for a per iod of th ree 
"ears after p lan ti ng. 


