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C oconut, a homestead crop of small Microclimate becomes pleasant Application of magnesium$ 
and marginal farmers of Kerala, is 

8 Reduces weeds (500g MgO/palm/year it 
mainly grown under rainfed conditions. ni magnesium sulphate in On?:. , 
The average size of holdings is as small Sustainable cropping system region and 1 kg in other reL: 
as 0.2 ha in size. Raising of other Reductionof cost Growing green manure c:: 
compatible crops in interspaces in coconut basins (sowing c:- 
coconut garden is a common practice. Able to get fresh produce directly 

sunnhemp, mimosa, etc.) 
The advantages of intercropping in from the field for homestead 
coconut gardens a s  perceived by purposes Dripirrigati 
homestead farmers and collected Can grow a wide variety of crops day) 
through a brain storming session with and crop mixes Mulching rne Dase of cc. 
them are given below : (mulch with coconut leav: 

Can accommodate other enterprises 
Helps utilize the interspaces other organic materials e. like backyard poultry, cattle rearing, etc October- November) 
Maxjmum utilization of sunlight and - 
other natural resources Demonstration of Root (wilt) Recycling of orgnanic res~dc: 

Management Practices 
Provides additional food 

C Adoption of other need bas?. 
requirementsandothersocialneeds A demonstration plot was  protection 

I 
1 
1 maintained within the Institute Growing intercror , 

Better for campus adopting all the recommended 
organic residues of all the crops in intercrops cultivated are hz. I 

practices of root [wilt] management 
the system to increase the soil tubers,  amorphophalluc / including the usual inter cropping. 
fertility pineapple. i 

The root [wilt1 management 
Removal of disease a,jvanC&, , The farm family can be engaged in practices adopted are furnished below: 

agricultural activities themselves and planting of quality see&. 
Control of leaf rot disease (cut and proper spacing. 

A garden of good intercrops gives remove rotten portions of the 
satisfaction to the farm family Effect of Integrated Root (\d 

spindle only and the adjacent two Management Practices 
Increases the population of innermost fully openedleaves. Pour - - 

natural enemies in the system. i.e. 300ml of fungicidal solution West Coast Tall variety oft::- ~ 
spiders, etc. containing 2x111 of Contaf 5%EC or 3g was planted in the plot. Theink- 1 

~ithane-M-45 around the spindl. cultivated are banana. L. ~ 
The farm family gets the full fuel leaf. Apply 20 g Phorate 10G130g [amorphophallus, dioscorea,coic~: ~ 
needs from the system Furadan mixed with 200g fine sand pineapple, etc. Palms of diffesr. 1 
Provides additional income around the base of the spindle groups ranging from 10 to 60yr  i 
Byproducts of nutritional value are 
utilized by the family. (e.g. green 
leaves, banana bract and peduncle, 
amorphophallus stem, leaf bases of 
colocasia, xanthosoma, etc for local 
dishes.) 

Extra time of the family can be 
properly utilized. 
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against pests. Adopt this in April - 
May and October - November). 

Organic manure application (apply 
50kg/palm/year) 

Application of balanced dose of 
chemical fertilizers (apply 500g 
nitrogen, 300g phosphorus, lOOOg 
potassium/palm/year) 

age were selected for the study,:: 
percentage of the palms were IC- 
and below, 16% were 11-20 ye: 
age, 49% were 21-30 years of 2 ~ f  

were 31-40 years, 9% were 41-50: 
and' 8% were 51-60 years of a!€' 
average yield of coconut palms t: 
the period 1996-2000 showedar: 
increase. The average yield ai, 






