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{oconut commonly referred to as
dvrikshe, the tree of heaven,
wples a major area among
etation crops in maidan (semi-arid)
wsof Karnataka State. Karnataka,
thanarea of 3.0 lakh hectares under
sorut and producing 1400 million

J
v+, stands third both in terms of area

11 production in the country. The
Fxessof coconut cultivation basically
gends on production and proper

| sfization of good quality planting
uerial. The important steps to be
Towed in the production of coconut
hnting material in the state are the
betion of seed gardens and mother
ds, collection of quality seed nuts
4 following of recommended
asery techniques to raise quality
=lings.

The cornmon practice in majority of
»eoconut growing areas in the State
se good coconut seedlings, aged
veen 9 to 12 months called molake,
fplanting material. But, in the semi-
; {maidan) tracts of Karnataka, the
onut growers prefer older coconut
dlings of about three years old
mmonly known as geppe for planting
ihe main field. The steps involved
ihe production of coconut seedlings
esame for both molake and geppe
tept for the secondary nursery
hnique. There is a slight variation
imthe common procedure in the case
aising geppe seedlings.

There are hardly any research
'ngs to show the usefulness of

geppe seedling as planting material. It
is very interesting to note why coconut
growers of this tract prefer three years
old seedlings. The following are some
of the important reasons put forth by
the farmers for their preference of
geppe secedlings over the molake
seedlings :

(1) It is presumed that when geppe
seedlings are used for planting, their
establishment will be good in the main
field. These seedlings are prone to less
damage by stray animals compared to
molake seedlings. The latter needs
individual plant guard besides good
fencing for the field.

{2) The geppe seedlings will come
to bearing two years ahead of molake
seedlings. This might be true for the
simple fact that the geppe seedlings do
complete two years of gestation period
in the secondary nursery and

therefore, they start bearing early in
the main field.

In addition to the above advantages,
there are certain negative factors to be
noted in the production and use of
geppe seedlings. While lifting the geppe
seedlings from nursery, it has to be
lifted carefully along with a ball of
earth around its roots. In doing so,
some good roots grown longer than
half-a-foot or so are severed which
hinders quick plant growth. Further,
a little damage regults in breakage of
the ball of earth, (rhizosphere soil)
which leads to the mortality of
seedlings in the main field. In order to
avold this possible damage, geppe
seedlings are generally not transported
to distant places. However, if it is
necessary to transport geppe seedlings
to along distance, then utmost care has
to be taken to wrap up the ball of earth

Fig. Geppe secondary nursery
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around the seedling with a strong
gunny bag so that the transit damage
can be avoided to the possible extent.
In high windy areas, the establishment
of geppe seedlings is not satisfactory
in spite of good staking.

Nursery Techniques for
Raising Geppe Seedlings: The seed
nuts are sown in a well prepared
nursery bed at a depth of about 8 to 10
cms such that the husk of the seed nut
is just closed below the soil surface. A
spacing of about 45 cm from nut to
nut and 30 cm between row to row is
normally adopted. The nursery is
managed properly by keeping the plot
free from weeds, giving irrigation at
regular intervals and timely control of
pests and diseases. The nuts usually
start germinating from the third
month after sowing. However, only

those seedhngs germinated between

3rd and 5th months after sowing are
marked and selected for raising
secondary nursery (Fig. I). When these
marked seedlings attain the age of
about 12 months, they are lifted from
the primary nursery bed and planted
in the secondary nursery. In the
secondary nursery, the seedlings are
planted with a plant-to-plant spacing
of 3 ft in trenches of 1 foot wide and 1
foot depth. The trenches are usually 3
ft apart. The seedlings should be
irrigated regularly and protected for
another 24 months.

After completion of about two years
in the secondary nursery, the seedlings
now known as geppe will be ready for
planting in the main field. The
seedlings should be carefully lifted
from the nursery along with a ball of
earth of about one foot diameter so that
the roots are not exposed Ifitistobe
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| transported to a
| considerable

distance, then a
| gunny bag may be
| used to hold the
goil firmly with
| the root system of
the seedlings. The
| pit size for plan-
ting is usually
1x1x1 m, which is
same as

for
A molake seedlings.
| When planted in
the main field, the
| seedlings

,_ are
| provided adequate
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support either
| with wooden poles
| or stone piliars of
! about 7 ft high as
staking.




