
Growers' Point of View 

RAISI NG ARECANUT SEEDLINGS 

NIan y methods a rc ad opt ed and a lso 

1':0 ornmendr-d to o th e rs \»' th e p rogrc s ive 
areca nut g ro we rs o r d iffe ren t rr'g io ns in 
In d ia fo r rai sing q uality ecd lings fa r t lic 

econom ic cult iva t ion o f th e same. But 
w ith ou t a sci en t ific o u t .ook in tha t field ) 
all me thods h ave become 11100t cases . Some 
o f th e prog ressi 'C a re ca growe rs in Sou th 
Kana ra D is tr ic t or Mysore S ta te have 
ev inced by trial a nd er ro r , a ce r ta in met hod 

for ra is ing best s cd liugs - Scien t ific: invcst i­
ga t ions in this line, how eve r, have to be 

ca rr ied out be fore we decide abou t more 
economic p ra ct ice. 

T hes e cu ltiva to rs a fte r th e procure me n t 

o f fully tree-ripe n uts froin the ma rked ou t 

mi ddle aged m other pal m ' . ne ver Ioruct 
to g ive a pre-req uisite pro-crea i iv cowd ung 

t rca tm nt to th eir s e [nu ts be fo re th ey arc 
be in g pu t in to gc rrn i na rion . '1 his practice 
is ill vogue in thi s pan o r th e co un t ry from 

time im memorial. T h is method a lso s ta nds 

ex pla ined ill "Vriksha Ayur veda " , w h ich 

is a n anc ient Sa nskr it work . For thi s a 
t h i k sol u tion 01 co wd un-r in water is pre­
pa red in a w ide mouthed vessel a nd the 
'elected seed n u rs a re wel l immer sed in th e 
sa me . T he d ipped nuts a re im med ia te ly 
ta ken ou t fro n th e vesse l one by one to 
sp read t hem fo r shade d ryi llg . U suall y in 
the ne x t Idy th s lu de dried nuts a n ' suit-

lily arrt n ged in h .isk cts without ove r lapp­
ing but a t the s lin e ti me with th eir s ta lk 
end [Joi n ti ng up va rd s. Tilt' fllled ha : ke ts 
a rc a ft rwards placed in a ll open grouud 
1'01' fo ur or five wee ks for sp rout ing . T he 
baskets are pro perl y sha de d and watered 
on ce or tw ice dai ly . 

By trea t ing the nu ts w ith fresh cnw­
dung a nd keep ing t he m in baske t; as exp la ­

ined . bove , a viq ila n t ·g rower th inks th u 
th e per ica r p co r h u k b y th e a . soc ia t iou o f 

th e cow luug , when in decay may pr od uce 

nu m ber of useful substa nce s a t the disposa l 

o f the primary root be fo re it is being ta ken 

into the so il-
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