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Introduction 

C oconut palm is subject to the attack 
of various pests throughout its life. 

Insects form a major limiting factor in 
economic coconut cultivation. The 
major insect pests of coconut include 
three coleopteran pests viz. the red palm 
weevil, Rhynchophorus ferrugineus 
Oliv. (Curculionidae), the rhinoceros 
beetle, Oryctes rhinoceros Linn. 
(Scarabaeidae) and the white grub, 
Leucopholis coneophora Burm. 
(Melolonthinae) and one lepidopteran 
pest, the leaf eating caterpillar, Opisina 
arenosella Walk (Xylorictidae). In 
addition to these major pests there are 
some pests emerging in serious 
proportions in certain coconut growing 
tracts of our country. Among them the 
coried bug or nut  crinkler, 
Paradasynus rostratus Dist. is an 
important sucking pest. 

The coreid bugs, Amblypelta 
cocophage China, A. lutescens Distant 
and Pseudotheraptus wayi Brown are 
serious pests of coconut in the Solomon 
Islands, Papua New Guinea and East 
Africa, respectively (Lever, 1969). 
Coreid bug infestation on coconut in 
India was first reported by Kurian et 

al., in 1972. Detailed studies on the 
biolom and damage by this pest have 
been carried out (Kurian et. al., 1976 : 
1979). \ 

Biology of the Pest 
Thc adult bugs 

are chocolate 
br colour. 
T 1 ~ l e  lays 
e!2 lusters, 
the number 
varying from 10-58 
1 cluster. Freshly 
laid egg is oval, 
brown with an  
yellowish tinge, 
which turns  to 
reddish hue with 
golden tinge as  

-own in 
he fema 
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advances. Eggs are deposited on'Ke1 
petiole, spathe, spadix or nuts. Thi 
period lasts for 8-10 days.3is 
immature nymphal stage comprec 
five instars with a duration of 4-5,Ka 
4-6, 4-6 and 8-10 days, from I 
instars, respectively The total nyrr 
period is completed in 25-34 
longevity lasts for 49 - 
Duration and characters of differer 
stages are given in Table - 1. 

Nature of Damage 
The nymphs as well as adults! 

on tender nuts. They suck the sap' ' 

the immature button stage nut 
thrusting the long needle - like lr. 
part  (proboscis) just below 
perianth. The feeding ca 1 
characteristic permanent, deep fur 

Fig. 1 : Coreid bug nymphs on tender nuts 2 e v e 1 o p m e n t or crinkles wiih gummosis onther 
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Management Paradasynus rostratus D. 
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1: Fig. 4 :Severely damaged rtr~t showing gun~mosis Fig. 5 : Nut damaged by mite cis well as coreid bug 


