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OF ARECANUT STEM AND LEAVES. 
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e Arecanut (betelnut ) is very closely asso­

ciated with all social and religious ceremo­
nies of Indi ans. The palm is primarily 
known for its nut s which form the principle 
chewing material in India and in the Far 
Eastern countrie s. Arecanut stem, leaves, 
leaf.....sheath and husk are some of the import­
ant raw products which can profitably be 
put into various uses. 
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LOVELY SUNDRIES FROM
 

T H E STEM .
 

Due to the hardness of the stem ancl 
the golden yellow colour it imparts to the 
finished products, the limb er is ideally suited 
for making a var iety of elegant utility a rti ­
cles. Stationery articles like scale, rule r, 
paper- cutter, hook- shelf, waste pape r basket, 
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ctc., made out of the 

stem are durable and 

attractive. Coconut is 

generally husked with 

nat pointed arccanut 
poles specially made 

for th e pur pose. Bat on 

sticks, ba la nce beams, 
( plough shaft, handle 
I for the laddle, crow 
l 

h ars and walking sticks 
I 

made o ut of areca ­
I 

nut t imber are	 quiteI 
( strong. The stern when 
(	 split and sized gives 

J	 goo d reepers for tiling 

pu rpose. These reepers 
when properly faste ­

ned together ca n be 

used as ' tha ll ies' . In 

th e fur nitur e indust ry 

nails made out of are­

canut tern are very 

ro t 
! 

"'''''-'' 

widel y used . Fur ni­

l ur e like stools , and 

benches for thrashing 

cereals ca n also be 
made suc cessfully. Co­
at stands and ladders 

are other things in 

common use, Durable , 
drainage and irrigation 

pipes can be had when I 
the pith of the stem 

is removed . 

MANY MORE ARTICLES FROM 
LEAF AND LEAF-SHEATH. 

Caps of different shapes can be made 

out of leaf-sheath after proper seas ning. 

In many of the arecanut growing areas par­
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ticu larly in Kerala, bucket. made out of leaf­

sheath are co rnmonlv used for drawing 
water. It is known as poor man's bucket . 
Conta iners of the various shapes for ca rry­

ing vegetable I f h, etc., and for sto ring 
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things are also made
 
out of the sheath.
 
These cut into proper
 
shape are used as fans
 ..."....--' ... 

and the rectangular 
t~pieces find use in the
 

daily cleaning of the
 
house, In certain parts ,
 
they a re also used as
 
substitutes for plantain
 

leaves The mid-rib of
 t
4 
~ 

the leaflets i f , sufficient 
numbers are COmmo­ 1
 
nly used as broom­
 ~ 
sticks.	 

~ 

A C A T T L E F E E D .	 cr ispness. These proc essed hits arc relished 
very much by animals, 

The spathe and leaf sheath are fed to THEY PROVIDE SHELTER. 
animals . In certain parts of Kerala, the leaf 
sheaths are cut into small bits, spr inkled It is a mmon sight in areca nut grow­
with brine solution and dried in the sun to ing villages to see houses of various sizes 

teing constructed out 
or arecanut stem and 
leaves since they pro­
vide cheap pilla rs, ra­
fters, reepers, etc. for 
the frame work and 
leaves for thatching. 
House thatched wita 
these leaves will he 
extremely coo l in sum­
mer months. If pro­
perly thatched, leaves 
need be renewed only 
once in two or three 
years. In certain parts g 
of the country, par­
ticularly in Malnad, 
big pandals made outg 
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of arecanut steam are put up and the pro ­

cessed nuts spread ove r these penda l fo r SUD 

trying , 

THEY HAV E l\·IANURIA L
 

POT ENTI ALITI E S T O O .
 

The q uantitj of dry a recanut husk, 
leaves and lea -shea th availabl e in the COUn­

rry is estimated to be 95, 00 tons, 3,36,000 
tons lind 2,33,000 Ions re pectiv I)'. Th eir 
chemical a nalysis has rever led that they 
ca nt. in the following manurial ingredients. 
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Manuria l 
ingr edi ent. Husk. l ea r. Leaf-

shea th 

Ni troge n (N / ::. !' tl -t O ' 9 ~ 4 O ' 7 ~ X 

Phosphoric acid 
f l' ~ Or, ) % 0' 42 0'096 )' 37 

Potash ( , 0) 011 I ~ 
1'4& I' 0 ' 78 

onsideri ng the fa irly lar e ua ntit y f 
the ma teria l: availab l , they will be a good 
source or or ganic manure when properly 
composted, 
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