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HERE has been a considerable in-
T crease in the area and production
of jute in India in the post-Indepen-
dence period. In the year 1948-
49 the total area under jute was
340,000 hectares in contrast to

v 171,800’ hectares during 1940-41

and stood at 738,600 hectares in the
year 1976-77. As a result of this
increase in the area, there has been
a substantial increase in the produc-

tion which was 53.47 lakh bales in

the vear 1976-77 as compared to
20 lakh bales in the year 1948-49.

The increase in area under jute
cultivation has been to a great ex-
tent confined to the periphery of the
traditional jure areas. West Bengal,
Assam, Bihar and Orissa contribute
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the largest share of the area under
jute cultivation. It has-also ex-
tended to small areas in Uttar
Pradesh, Tripura and Meghalaya.
It could not make any renewed im-
pact in regions other than eastern
India. In fact all the expansion has
taken place during the period bet-
ween 1948-49 and 1956-57, when
the area extended to 753 thousand
hectares with a production of 42.21
lakh bales. During the period after
1956-57, the jute area remained
constant with minor fluctuations bet-
ween 700 to 800 thousand hec-
tares. This was still less than half
of the area over which jute was
being grown before the partition
of the country. Although there
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has been significant increase in the
production primarily due to the
use of improved varieties as is evi-
dent from the data for the year 1956-
57, the production was 42,21 lakh
bales from 753,000 hectares and
in the year 1976-77 the same was
53.47 lakh bales from an area of
738,600 hectares which is compa-
ratively less area than the base year
1956-57.

The sudden check in the expan-
sion of jute area perhaps came pri-
marily due to the fear that with the
introduction of synthetic fibres the
importance of jute fibre has dimi-
nished and it has no future. Rett-
ing of the fibre, labour and market-
ing problems have also contributed
to its non-acceptance in the new
areas. The unfounded conviction
that jute is suited only $o the condi-
tion of the eastern India has also
been a factor inhibiting farmers from
adopting jute in non-traditional
areas.

Unfounrded Fear

Though synthetic polypropylene
fibres posed a challenge to jute
crop and for quite a long time it was
feared that it might replace the use
of jute fibre yet this has proved to be:
unfounded. Jute fibre has its owne
merits over the synthetics. The
most important advantage with jute
fibre is that its products can easily
be mended when damaged, while
this is not possible with the synthe-
tic fibre products. Its quality hav-
ing wooly nature and silky lustre
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used in garments and is an added
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