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Microfossil Study of the C03.l of New ton-
Chikli near Parasia, M.P . 

THE coal macerated for the study of mi:ro­
foss ils described here was colle~ted by one of 
us (B. S. Trivedi) in 1970 from Newton-Chikli 
('oal mines situated about 3 km nor (h-west of 
Parasia, Chhindwara, lVI.P . 

Mostly microspores and megaspores could 
be observed in the coal. Cuticles could also 
be easily made out in the macerated samples as 
they were visible to the naked eye. Some of 
the microspores obtained from the coa l sarr·:)les 
are Striatiopodocar1Joideic~, Cyc!og1'anisporites, 
Pi tyosporites, I'll!JispoTis , A !lsporites, Para~ ac­
cites, P',u.nctati.spJorites, Re~llsotrilites, Cirratri­
radites. Some Cyathiaceotts mi~rospores bave 
also been r ecovered . Among megaspore triletcs 
Dijksiraea, 'TalchireLla and very few DuospoTi­
tes have been recovered. We I! pre, erved 
cuticular f ragments belonging to Glossopteris 
and Gallgamopteris. and tra :heal elEments, 
perhaps belonging to Gymnosperms or allied 
texa, have also been found. 

Department of Botany, B. S. TRIVEDI. 
Lucknow University, K. AMl\WANI. 

Lu~know, (India), November 23, 1971. 

Pboma exigua froIT: Gratsland Soil of 
Jabalp'ur 

WHILE studying the soil mycofiora of grassland 
llOils 	 of Jabalpur, the authors encountered a 
Phoma sp. which was later i.dentified as Phoma 
('.l'igua Desm. Its chara:ters are as described 
below: 

Colonies on potato-dextrose agar ' growing 
moderately, more or less fl at, consisting of 
drnse irregularly bran~hed septate submerged 
hypha~ with pycnidia embedded on upper sur­
fare. Pycnidia bro'wnish-black, produced 
slowly but densely forming greyish-brown 
patches on substrate, sub- globofe to pyriform, 
95 ·0-l45·0 fJ. X 90'0-132'01'.. Con:dia e lliptical , 
straig,ht or slightly curved, 4·2- 9·3!( X 2<~-3'3 1'. 

This 	 fungus is not of ~ommO!1 o::urrence in 
soil 	 The first record from soil of its two form 
species, P. exigua f. exigua and P. exiglla f. 
foveata, the causal organisms of potato 
gangrene disease, is from Englanct and Scot­
land 	 by Malcolmson and Grayl. Khan and 
~ogan2 isol"tect p , exi{1u(L f, t011e.atrt from 

soil using potato tuber with block of wood 
as a ba ' t. So Jar as known to the authers it 
h as no ~ been reported from India eit.her on 
any he~t or from soi1. 

The type culture has been deposited in the 
h erbarium I.M.I. No. 155726 

Vie express our thanks to Dr. Punithalingam 
of ClVIl , KE'w , England, for kindly examining 
the cuHure and to Dr. G. P. Agarwal, Head 
of th e Department, for en::ou ragement. 

Department of Bot2.ny , D. P. TIWARI. 
Governmen t S c'i<:: n ce CoJlegc. P. D . AGRAWAl" 
Jabaipur, lVI.P., Nove'mber 21, 1!J71 . 
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Addition to the Record of Host Plants of 
Steph onitis typicus Distant 

The lace wing bug SiC1J;W.-nWs t-ypicq(s 
Di~ ta nt is polyphagous, recorded from banana, 
cardamc m, h cc!yc hium , turmeric, languas cam­
l: l1cr, cw ee:sop , p ineapple, r ed 0:1 palm, jack tree 
G.nd ~OCOl1U ; . Besides being a pest on coconut 
foliage , it has been re~en <:! y rep orted to trans­
m it the pathogen, probably a virus or a virus­
like body, involved in ' he root(wilt) disease 
cf the palm, which is a challenging problem. 
Un su itabi lity of 20conut leaves in this area 
fcr detailed trials 011 transmission channelled 
cur effor ts to s:reen all alternate host plant.s 
in orclerto hit at an ideal indicator secondary 
hcst plant and breed a pathogen-free culture 
cf the ve:: tor . Laboratory trial s on breeding 
the insect on known food plants brought out. 
that it completed it s )ife -cy21e cn jack ~eedlings 
(.4.rtOC([1·pus integriJoLia) , without produ2ing 
a ny disease symptoms. Search for new host 
pJants r esulted in lC2ating broods of t.be insect 
en 2ult ivated col02a~ia (A~ocasi.a -in.dica 
SchoC) a nd East Indian Arrowroot (Curcuma. 
angL:< stc!Jo!ia Roxb.) in a diseased tract 
in Kerala. Thv~Y are now being used to n'ar 
the insects. 
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