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SHORT SCIENTIFIC NOTES 


=================--====== = 

Record of N ew Alternate Host Plants of t he 

Slug Caterp' ilhr, Contheyla rotllni :l Hc.m p ­
son (Eucleidae : Lep'idoptera ) 

The slu g caterpi llar, COllliley /a rOllll1d" Ham pson 
is one among the minor pests of the cocon ut palm . 
But uevastatio n by th ese cate rpillars to extens ive 
:1I'I:as of coconut cultivation was also reported. The 
r~cOl'ded alternate host pl ants of the pest includ~ 

banana. wild arrowroot plants, teabllshes 1 and 
grasse~~. The a reca palm is a new record to the 
list of allernat c hosts of these s lug ca terpi ll a rs. 
rh1: caterpillars a ttack the areca pa lms of the spec ies 
lre'c'l colecilll L. and A r ('Cli Ir;alldl'll Roxb . The 

kafle ts. leaf petiole, spathes and 
provide food for the ca terpill ars . The 
T/I{'obrollla cacao L. va l'. Crio/io i;; 

another new record to the a lte rn ate host plants of 
(ollllt('v/a roll/llda. Caterpillars feed on bot h te nd cr 
and older leaves. The green manure plant PU ('l'{I ria 

ull'allic{I grown as a cover crop in arecanut ga rd en 
provides another suitable host. for th e caterpillars. 
Areca palm , cocoa and Pueraria thus serve fa vour­
able feedin g a nd breedin g sites for the caterpillars 
during epidemic ou tb reaks. 

C.P.C.R.I. , Regional Station, B . S ,\THI t\MM ,, ':' 

Vinal. S. Kananl, K. SH!\ivI !\ BHt\T. 

Mysore, Jun e 12, 1972 . 
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Occurrenc e of Haplothrips ganglbaueri 
Schmutz (Phlaeothrip'idae : Thysanoptel'a ) 
as a 	 Serious Pest of Rice Earheads i n 
Kerala 

Adults and nymphs of Hapiothrip.l' gang /hau eri 
Schmutz were recorded as ser ious pests of develop­
ing rice panicles in Trichur and Pa lghat Districts 
during the second crop season of th e year 19i 1-72 
(August-September to January-February) on IR-8 
and Jaya varieties. 

The incidence of the pest was rel at ive ly more 
!erious in the fir st fortn ight of December and th e 
observations taken fro m infes ted fields in this peak 
period of activity of the pest have indicated l1lllner i­

ea! p!'epoilticr~lIlCC of nymphs in the popula tion _ 
es\:m alet! at 90 % . N ymphs a nd adu lts we re fOllnd 

to C;l! '~ tcr c ;-; fIcwe r-hea ~'!s , l acera ting and feco ~n g on 

!enHn:L p,:~;;' a and ova ria n ti ssues. The deg ree of 
spike let damage ;ndueed by feedin g activity of the 
r ~·~t ranged horn 80 to 100 % . The fcedi ng damage 
011 th ~ lemma and pale a ca used devcloprncnt of 
irreg l: la,' ly oval and diffused brow nish p;ltc h ~s . 

Adults a nd nymp hs when released in rolythe ne 
ca,gcs Jt 40 to ~ D per pan icle of potted I:<>g r~!a n ts , 

fh ~ r; han~c tcris ~ ic SYiliptOJl1S of spikele t c:amage 
could be rep ror juccd in the COllf'SC of 6 days und er 
labc ra tory conditi ons. 

Aduits are dark brow nish-grey an d s le nde r with 
a mea n body leng th of 1'()64 mill , with we ll pro­
nounced 7-segmented a nten nae . 

During th " period when peak infestat ion by th e 
pcs t was expe rienced, the weather was humid with 
oc<.:asio nal d rizzles and the sky was overcast for 
111 0:;t pa rts of the day. T he amount of sol ar energy 
received was abn ormal ly low, th e mean su nshine 
hours per day fer the fi rst for tnight of December 
197 I b~i ng 4·466 only , as compared with the 
figures fo r thG correspond in g per iods of the 
previ ()LIs years wh ich were 10 ·3 3, 7· 2R, t) . XO an d 
6·8 1 for 1970. 1')69, 1968 a nd 1967 respectively. 

Tile p~~; t outbrea ks were successfully contro lled 
by Io v,, volu me application o f dimetho::t(c , formc­
thion , or phosphamition app lied at 400 g active 
ill g rcd i '~ nt per hectare. 

The on Iy other record of H. gang/bollNi as a 
pest of ri ce car he alb; is from J'vl a laya by Corbett 
a nd Pagd(,11 (]94 I ) as q 110ted by Ah mad Y unus 
( 1904 ) . 

The aut hors arc gratefLlI to DI'. T. N . A!1~ r,tha­

krishna n, Entomology Researc h U nit. Loyola College, 
Madras, fo r identifica tio n of the pest. 

Ce ntra l Rice Resea rch C. C. AIl:\AH!\i\l. 
Sta tion , 	 B. THOi\\,\ S. 

Palta n"! bi , Kcnlla , K. K /\RUN /\ J< /\ RI\N . 

lll/y 24 , 1972. R. GOP.\ L/\KRISH NAN . 

I. P.hmad Y unus quoting Corbett , G. H., and 
Pagden. H . T ., " In sect pests of ri ce in 

la!ays ia.." Pl'or:. Symp. III I he JIlIi'i'/I(liio llll/ 
ice F..es{,Gl'ch I.'I .I'li !ule, Seplelllhl!( 1964, 

Jo hns Horkins Press, Baltimore, 194J. 
p. 632. 


