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Chapters 7-10 ill the present edition replace 
chapters 5-7 in the earlier edition. The 
earlier chapter on manuring and cultivation 
did not discuss nutr itional req uirements of 
the crop or foliar deficiency/diagnostic symp­
toms. The present edition includes a discus­
sion of these topics and provides s ve ral 
new references. The chapter on cultivation 
and maintenance of adult plantations has 
been rev ised · to include di scuss ions on in ter­
cropping of coconut gardens with caca o, 
banarra, and fodder crops, an as pect wb.ich 
is gaining im~ortance in several other C0tl11­

tries. Also, raisi ng of cattle and other live­
stock 011 the farm has receiv d the author's 
attention. These changes re flec t the au thor 's 
laudable attempt to keep up with modern 
trends in the reCluirement of the coconut 
farmer. It is refre~hing to note that the revised 
version of "'genera l note on control of insect 

.pests" (Chapter Ii, pp. 199- 201) tak e~ note 
of the shif[ing emphasis in sc ience . rn the 
earlier edition, the accent was on economy 
(of biological control of coconut pest5). In 
the pre~ent edition, the author emphasizes 
the need for ecological considerations be ore 
extensive chemical sprays are u ed. In general, 
the chapters on pests and di sea 'e , and products 
remain unchanged but the author has inoluded 
several new references and has a ttempted 
to make the discussions current. I nformat ion 
on the so-called disl;:as ~ of obscure reasons 
still continues to be sketchy and un tll resea r­
chers provide more definite informat ion, the 
situation cannot be expected to be any better. 
For example, the 'wilt (root) of Travancon:' 
has been appropriately renamed as 'Kerala 
wilt' in the new ed ition, but no new il1.fonm.tion 
has been added and there are only two refer­
ences on it ci ted at the end of the chapter. 

The author has added several new refer­
ences at the end of each chapter. Tn the Ilew 
edition references are listed sllbject-wise. The 
references include several publications and 
reports, especially back volumes, which are 
not easily available in mo~ t of the libraries 
and with individuals. This adds to the value 
of the book. 

This has, no doubt, been accomplished beoause 
of the author's long years of service in more 
than one tropical country and his personal 
visits to several coconut growing countries 
of tlte world. While this is, no doubt, very 
commendable, one is left with a feeling tha t 
the compilation shows to some e,' tent an 
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unevenness, in tbat information from some 
important regions as the tropical west Africa, 
the .Philippines, and India is less than what 
has been given for Sri Lanka, West Indies, 
and the Pacific region. O ne would hope 
that this slight omiss ion \vill be taken care 
of in the next edition of thi s book. 

The publ ication conta,ins 27 plates. TheSe 
include prac tically all the 23 plates which 
were included in t he first edition. Since all 
the coconu t growing cDuntries have been, 
and are still, undergoing tremendous social and 
economic chauges since the last 2- 3 decades, 
one would have wished that the second edition 
would include in it more recent photographs 
from these regioll s. Many photographs would 
ca rry an impression that the various aspects 
of cultivation and processing are still being 
carried out in these count ries on a m ore 
primitive and simpler level than what it actually 
is ' at present. otwithstandjng these minor 
omiss:ions, the book witl be highly valuable 
and even indispensab le to all those interested 
in thl:' culture, development, and research 
[ --coconut. 

To Slim up, the author has presented informa­
tion on di fferent topics in 11 comprehensive 
ma nner that reflects hi s long association with 
the crop and the coconut research community 
and his profound knowledge. fn these days 
o over-spec ialization wheI)., as a rule , no 
single author finds himself confident to write 
authoritatively on diffe rent aspects of a single 
crop, the au UlOr's SliCCIO SS is commendable. 
In keeping up the tradition of the other books 
published in this series, this book is al so a ttrac­
tively produced. Howev!';r, the cost of 
£ 10 ·00 puts it beyond the reach of practically 
every individual in the developing countries 
of the world . (K . V. A. BA VAPPA , Central Planta­
tion Crops Rcsea rch rnstitll te, Kasaragod 
670 124, Kerala State, India .) 

Tropical Crops : Monocotyledons. By 
Purseglove, J. W_ . (1972). pp. 607. Second 
impreSSIOn in one soft-bound volume, 1975. 
£ 5· 50. Longman, London. ' 

This book is a sequel to Y,:opical Crops : 
Dicotyledons, pub 'lished by the author in 
two volumes in 1968. The .present book is 
a second impression in onevollime of a boo'k 
originally published in two volumes. in 1972. 
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The author Mr. J. W. Purseglove has over of spiralling prices, which is even more acutely 
three decades of experience as an agricultui'ist felt in books than in other items, it is also 
and botanist in the tropics of East Africa, refreshing that the publishers have brought 
the West Indies, and Singapore. He is now down tlH~ price to £ 5·50 from the original 
working as a Tropical Crop Spe(;iali st for price of £ 8· 00 (as far as I recoilect). One 
the Overseas Deve lopment Administration. at would only wish that the Ellglish Language 
the East Mailing Research Station in the U.K. Book Society will bring out an even cheaper 

edition of this book to bring it within thE 
The book presents information on the means of all the workers in Third World 

economic botany and agronomy of practically countries. 
all the monocotyledonous plants which are 
us~ful to man. They number over 500 The treatment of most of the important 
ranging from rice and millets to several which economic plants have been taken out mostly 
are only marginally used and are distributed from single volume monographs on these 
over 16 families. The author has used hi s crops, a number of which have been published 
vast experience in the treatment of several in the last 20- 25 years. To that exent the 
species. At least the more important of these information is also reliable and also not up 
species are dealt with under several s'~ctions to date. Also, the data for practically for 
as u ;es , Aigin and distribution, systenutics all the crop plants, particularly those regarding 
cultivars, eco logy, structure, pollination, germi­ production also suffers from the same problem. 
nation composition, propagation, husbandry, 1 wish that the author had used the FAO's 
major diseases and pcsts, improvement, annual publication, The Production Yearbook, 
production, aild trade. The di:,cussiol}s on at least for those for which data are given 
individual crops and fami lies are followed in it (e.g.: Sorghum). A few crops like Amorp/l0­
by ? sekcted list of references. About 75 phaflus companulatlls - wbich is at least as 
general references are given at the end also, important as Colocasia - has been treated 
as also a glossary spread over about 10 pages in a cursory manner. There are a number 
and an appendix, about 15 pages long, which of errors regnding the treatment of geographi­
gives the scientific name, family, common cal entiti es, for example Ceylon for Sri Lanka, 
name, important uses, and origin of all the East Paki stan for Bangla D esh, Travancore, 
material treated in the text. Madras, and Mysore for K erala, Tamil Nadu, 

and Karnataka, and so on. This, of course, 
The scientists and development workers is understandable in a world as ours at the 

in tropical countries and also those of the present ti me with everchangi ng borders and 
temperate regions who opt to work in the nam!"s and it may be really difficult, if not 
tropics are only too familiar with the frustra­ impossible, to give these correctly in a.ny 
tions and difficulties in obtaining authentic publication. There are also a few spelling/ 
information on the various aspects of all printing mistakes as MacNeice (p. 304) for 
but the most important trorical crop plants. iVlacNeish, Pandanus odorafissima for P . 
They have had to rely on a few text and refer­ odoratissimus (p. 512), JAA and lBA for IAA 
ence books like Hector (Introduction to the and IBA (p. 410), etc. Also, a few wrong 
Botany of Field Crops), Burkill (A Dictionary nomenclatural uses, as for in stance, Oryza 
of the Economic Products of Malayan Peninsula), breviligulata should be O. barthii (pp. 161-198). 
Dalzie l (Useful Plants of West Tropical Africa) Then there are also one or two instances where 
and the even now valuable six volume treatise the measures are given in the Briti sh system 
Watt: A Dictionary of Economic Products of (p. 355), as agai nst the metric system given 
India, published towards the end of the last throughout the book. The treatment of 
century. A revised edition of this is being betlenut palm Areca catechu (pp. 434-440) 
brought out under the title Wealth ot' India : also suffers from several errors regarding 
Raw Materials, by the Council of Scientific chemical composition, production, and conflict­
and Industrial Research, New Delhi (not by ing statements ("Flowering begins when 4-6 
the Indian Council of Agricultural Research, years old" and " ... . .. comes into bearing at 
New Delhi, as given in the book under review, 7-8 years old"). It is obvious from these errors 
p. 543). For thi s reason, all those with interests that the author has been re lying primarily 
in the botany, cultivation and uses of tropical on. monographs or reviews several of which 
plants will be thankful to Mr. Purseg love for are many years old. More reference to primary 
bringing out this publication. In thesf:' days and recent publications would certainly 
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have helped to avoid these errors. This, 
of course, is ai:nittedly a really difficult job 
for preparing a book of such wide sope and 
covera:se as the present one. The references 
given at the end of each section also suffers 

I 	 from some unevenness in that in several cases 
less important references are given while 
the more important ones are omitted. Many 
tropical crops, particularly the cereals, haveI 
seen tremendous improvement efforts in the 
last few years and these are not properly 
brought out in the discussions, see for instance, i 
the discussions on bajra, Sorghum, rice etc. I 

I 

The errors and omissions given above are 
only meant for being taken note of for a new 
edition that the author and publisher may 
choose to bring out at a future date. They 

LI 
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do reduce the authenticity of this book as a 
source of reference, but does not at all diminish 
its value as a ready reckoner and reference 
volume on the monocotyledonous tropical 
crops. To that extent, it is one of the most 
invaluable publications to come out in recent 
years. It should certainly find a place in the 
Ii braries and collections of a ll institutions and 
individuals having interest in the botany, 
improvement, and agronomy of crop plants. 
(N. M. NAYAR , Central Plantation Crops 
Research Institute, Regional Station, Vittal 
574 243, Karnataka State, India). 
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