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EMBRY‘OLOGICAL STUDIES IN PALM=E
(A PRELIMINAR,YANOTE ON THE
MEGASPOROGENESIS IN ARECA .
i " CATECHU LINN.)
THE review of literature on Palme given by
Schnarf! ang Schiirhoft2 reveals the paucity of
;1(3 work on the  subject. There is- considerable
i difference of opinion between different . investi-
ators about the mode of development, A re-
o5 investigation of several members of the family
0P° 0\‘%:mae Is taken up by the author and a pre-
' 0, 1 inary note on - the megasporogenesis of
) \\ Areca catechy Linn. .is presented here.
D . There is a single basal, erect ovule in eachl
ovary. The archesporial cel] cuts off 4 to g
parietal cells ang the megaspore-mother cell 3
becomes deeply placed. The development of
the embyo-sac conforms to  the Norma]~type.
The embyo-sac enlarges in size and the sur-
rounding nucellar cells become disorganised
constituting nutrition. Consequently the embryo-
sac shows very irregular contour., The syner-
gids are about the same size ag the egg. The
antipodals are persistent and become . aggres-
sive. The surrounding nucellar cells are de-
""pleted of their cell contents and the antipodalg
might  be haustorial in function. The nuclei
of the antipodal cells show marked hyper-
trophy. : ) .
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