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Conduziu-se o presente experimento com o objetivo de avaliar dois substratos e doses de fertilizante de liberacdo
controlada (Osmocote®) na produgio de mudas de cacaueiro. O delineamento experimental foi em blocos casualizados
em esquema fatorial 5 x 2, com quatro repeti¢des e cinco plantas por parcela. Os tratamentos consistiram de doses de
Osmocote® (15-10-10): 0; 3; 6; 9 e 12 kg m™ de substrato e dois substratos: A (Plantmax® + areia + solo na proporg&o
1:1:2 v/v) e B (esterco de curral + casca de cacau + areia + solo na propor¢éo 1:1:1:2 v/v). Foram avaliados a altura das
mudas, comprimento da raiz, nimero de folhas e matéria seca da parte aérea, da raiz e matéria total. O fertilizante de
liberacdo controlada proporcionou melhores respostas na producdo de mudas de cacaueiro, sendo a dose em torno
de 7,0 kg m?. O substrato A (Plantmax® + areia + solo na proporg¢do 1:1:2 v/v) foi o que proporcionou as melhores
condigdes para a formagdo das mudas de cacaueiro.
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Substrates and controlled-releasing fertilizer in the production of cacao seed-

Ilngs (Theobroma cacao L.). This experiment was done to evaluate two substrates and doses of con-
trolled-releasing fertilizer (Osmocote®) in the production of cacao seedlings. The experimental design used was
randomized blocks in 5 x 2 factorial, with four replications and five plants per plot. Treatments consisted of doses of
Osmocote ® (15-10-10): 0, 3, 6,9 and 12 kg m™ substrate and two substrates: A (Plantmax® + sand + soil in the ratio
1:1:2 v/v) and B (manure + cocoa pods + sand + soil in the ratio 1:1:1:2 v/ v). Evaluated variables were: height of the
seedlings, root length, number of leaves and dry weight of aerial part, roots and total weight. The controlled-
releasing fertilizer gave better results when used at a dose of 7.0 kg m™. The substrate A (Plantmax® + sand + soil in
the proportion 1:1:2 v / v) provided best conditions for the formation of the cacao seedlings.
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