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Cocoa bot anically known as T'heobroma cacao 
is 011<: uf the important crops in the beverage Iamily 
to wh ich the most popular and ancient drinks of 
coffee and tea bcloug. World production of cocoa 
eluring 1974·7j was H .B lakhs ionnes and the maj or 
cocoa growing cou ntr ies are Chana, Nigeria, Brazil. 
Ivory Coast and Cameroo n. Cocoa beans are vel1 
nutritious. In the western countries cocoa is a 
common ingredient in confeetionary an d bakery 
delicacy mel in beverages. Amongst I ts main pro­
ducts, cocoa powder and chocolate; are the most 
popular 

Cocoa cultivation III India is of recent origin and 
the present production from th e cou n try is only 100 
tonnes. !':ca.r1y 1000 tonnes of cocoa beans val ued 
at Rs. 50 to 60 lakhs are being imported every year. 
E\ enthough this quantity may not be sufficient for 
mternal con sumption. a pan of it is exported as 
nnished p rod ucts to earn foreign exchange. 

'he demand for cocoa products in India is on 
the increase According to th e Na tional Commis­

cit )' to process 4,jOO tonnes uf cocoa on single sh ift 
basis and :W.OOO tonnes on three shift basis per 
annum. BlU d ue [Q Iimi tcd internal production of 
cocoa beans :IS well as of their restricted import the 
processing- units are not made use of fully a t p resent. 
f aking the ab ove Iacts into cons ideration it can h 
tared \\ ith con fiden ce that there _iL~op e for 

increasing Cocoa prod ucti on in~l e country. 

Cocoa was in trod uced into I nd ia about two hund­
red years back . But scien ti fi c cultivation was first 
tart ed at Kallar and llurliar Fruit Research Station 

in I'amil Nadu fro m 193j onwards only. Thoug h 
th e trials conducted were quite encouraging no deve­
lopment measures were undertaken at tha t time: for 

scale cul tivation. 

The systcm aric C(A;(U cul tivacion was initiated 
d urrng th e Third Five \ C3l" PI.m. :\ scheme to bring 
in 2.000 acres uruhr COLOa was p repared by the State 
Department of Ag ricu lture, Keral a. KaBar and Bur­
liar lruit Resean h Stations and Thcngcrmarahada 

sion on Agriculture our requirement of cocoa , Co-operauve Fanning Society were selected as centres 
beam in 1980 will be in the order of 2.400 tonness , f~r see~ collect i,oll. The policy then was to popula­
lit of which' /ifty per cent is [or intern al cOllsump­

tion and th e resr for exporting as processed items. 
But the pres en t trend is tha r internal consump tion 
itself is likel y to go up. Considering th at on e-
fourth of ou r populat ion consumes one ounce of 
cocoa products every month, the requi rement would 

e 46.000 tonnes per annum. In sp ite of its high 
nutritive val ue, good taste an d flavour cocoa still 
remains as an inaccessible commodity to the com­
non man because of its prohibitive cost. 1£ the in ­
temal production is ra ised and the prices are brought 
down to a reasonable level there is no doubt that the 
consumption ma y increase conside rably 

Export potentiality of th e commodity i~ also verv 
brigh t Studies conducted by Food and Agriculture 
Organ isati on show that wor ld demand for cocoa 
products increases by 4 % every year. Another inte­
resting fact to be mentioned in this connection is tha t 
there is growing demand for cocoa products in Lh~ 

middle cast countries. Moreover. the cocoa proccs­
.,j nl!: units installed in th e couutry now have a capa­

1"I:\e Cri ollo varrctv in Kerxl a and Tamil Nadu States 
and Forestcro in Kamataka and other States. But 
d ue to non-availab ility of sufficient quality seeds. Jack 
CI.f confidence among the farmers to take ~IP cu ltiva­
lion and the Eoor adaptability of Criollo in Kerala, 
only fi 96 acres could be brought under cocoa bv th e 
end of 1971 . In Karnataka State, a progeny orchard 
was started 111 1961i in the Charmudy K:m ap ad r 

0 

Reserve For est m an area of 300 acres, 

Lately, Fore siero t\'PC of COC02 which is robust. 
compara tively resistant to pests and diseases an d 
high yielding was recommended Io - further culti­
vation In Kcr ala and T amil ::\ad u. Since the seed 
,f th is type was nat available in th e cou ntry. they 

"ocr.. un porred from Mala \"S ia till J972-73. D uring 
th e per iod . a q uantity of 7,300 kg of Forestcro seed 
were obtained from that coun trv through the assis­
ta nce of 'M Is . Cadbury-Fry (India) Pri vate Ltd , But 
now Forestcro plan tations which were raised earlier 
especially in Karnataka have CC'JIl C to full bearing. 
Mother trees have been identified in these planta­
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nons and seeds ar c available in the country to meet 
the im cdi ate requirements, 

During the las t three y~ars intensive efforts were 
m ade to d velop cocoa cultivation s stcmatically. 

h e a rea bro ugh t under cocoa till 197<1 in th d iffe­
rent States is as fo llows: 

.Area of plantati ns ( in hectares) 

K era la 
rnataka 

Tamil N.t.d u 

M .t.h rash tra 

T OTAL 

Mixed 
185 

350 

150 

5 

P ur e 

100 
1000 

ICC 

T otal 

1950 
1350 
250 
50 

2-!-00 1200 36 0 

T he develop ment measures are taken up by the 
State Government s a nd they produce and di stribute 
co oa seedlings to the Iaruicr at reasonable rate . 
Besides. th e Iarmcrs are supplied with tech nical 
know-how on th e cu lt iva ion. plant protection, pro­
cessing e tc. I n Kcra la tate the development wors 
on cocoa is being looked after by Cocoa Develop­
ment Officer ' 'ith his headquarters a t M al am p u zha , 
Palgha t Distric t. In Ka rna ta a. th e Horticul tu ral 
Department au nd to the cocoa development work. 

orne private age ncie s like . 1/ 5. Cad bury-Fry (Ind ia) 
Pr iva te rd. also help I I cocoa d vel )p men t prlF 
gramme by di stribu t in g quality seedlings to the f 

Recently a Committee consistmg of senior offi· 
cers of th e State and Central Governments and reo 
pr s utative of cocoa processing Industries was con, 
sritu red by 'he Ind i n Council of Agricultural Reo 
earch to revie w th e ara currently available in the ' 
countrj on th e pe r forma nce of coco a an d to suggest 
future programlll s for research and development. 
The Comm itt ee III t at Bangalore in lay. 1975 and 
rook the foll owing important decisions : ­

J.	 For estero alone need be planted in the coun- J 

try in future. The cxi "l ing Criollo plants 
may b either uprooted or top worked with 
Forestero for 'h ich techn ical guidanc may 
b gi" 11 bv the con erncd Stat Department. 

2.	 First priorlt j sho u ld be gi ' n for m ixed plan­
til C' of ocoa 111 existi n arecanut p lantations. 
O n account of over production the arecanut 
cui ' ion i no longer as profitable a! it 
and expcrimerns have shown that such a 
mixed plantation of arecanut and cocoa is 
fea sible. 

3.	 Additionally an ar a of 7700 hectares (15400 
I ec a res if mix d plantarion ) may be brought 
under cocoa immediately. 

4.	 R arch \'01 k all breeding for high yield 
nd drought tol ra nee, con trol of p ests and 

d i ases , sumd ard i arion of m nagem J1l prac· 
t icea etc, may be tak nul' . 

5.• ra ining programme for the benefit of the 
farm rs and dcvel opmei taff ay be orga­
nis ed a t Central Plantat ion Crops Research 
Insf t ute, Kas: raged. 

men nnd re nd er inc 11 ' QS3ry assistance to them. Th abn rh:ci ions a re ing iuiplemei ted by the: 
rliffere nt ",rg1nisationa connected with research and 

The ntral Pla ntati on Crops Re h Institu e. J de .c opmen t on a p iorit)· basis, 

Kasaragod a nd its r gional and sub- nuons under • l ' 

Ind ian Cou ncil of . grieullural R sear handle the 1 U Jsmg th e developm nt prospectl o f this 
research problems of th is crop. The trials cond uc- crop. Go rn~ent of K ala has launched a pro­
ted by th e Inst itute have sh own that cocoa can be hzrammc to brin g 10,000 acres under cocoa within a 
grown successfull y as an inter-crop in arecanut andl / . pan I [ I years from J972 . The Government ha 
coconut ~ardens . Cocoa grows vigorously under the 
sh ade of th ese palms. Sine they are having a ro ot 
syste different fr om th at of cocoa there is no com. 
p-etition for nutri en hen the lart r is grown in 
these gardens. An in eresting ob en arion made in 
this con nec t ion is h at "hen cocoa i grown as an 
in ter- cro p in coco nu t and arccan ut ardens the 'ield 
obtained is m ol' than that of grov ing them aione. 
Th ,. . f f er fare It IS all attract ive vcn tur or the arrners 
to grow cocoa a an in t rcrop in arecanu t an d cOft 
nut gard ens to bring extra income. 

also drawn up a schcrn to in te r-p lan t nearly 500 
he~~a~e of OC~l1 u t ~d arecam t g rdens , ith cocoa 
u~t1 I.lrng fina. cial it istance from the World Bank. 
Similarly ~ K arn.;ll~a Go .ern m ent has program­
med. ~o rat c a nd di trib ite th seed ling' to cover an 
add rional area of to acres and they arc proposing 
a scheme for the ~onsideratio~ of the gricultural 
Refinance Corpo anon to prov Ide credit radii ie to 
th e grow IS. 

For th production and distribution of quality 
seedlings, the Agriculture Mi ristry, Government or 
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Illdia i~ p l ;l l l lI l lIg III cSI; J1lli~1l IW<l C'l'lItr:d i': 11 r--crie hurv-Fr-, ( Illd ia) Priva te Ltd . Co! ) ':-. I/s. Kuira Di st ri ct 

i ll botll Kcrab .n ul 1 ~ ; II I1:llak:1 "tal l's. The pro~(,llq­ C o -o pcr.u ivc 1\lilk I' rud urc r- , UniClII Ltd. and (3) 

orchards fOI these lIu r 'i!:r ics will hnvc ;111 arca or R ':-.1 / , . Sa the Bi~l nit ;11111 Chornla tr- Co . Ltd. to pur 
IH.:<:I:IfTS carl l nnr] will be p l.uu crl wit h hig h ~ iclc! ing ( !J;l ' l ' ('010;1 lIe;I1\ ' p rod uced i ll t he rounu v. The 
l 'UlnllTIl, ril l' Dil c l l ora l e Il l' Arcc.uuu an d Sp i­ prevailing pri(' e of cocoa bea n s is all ruct ivc, A 
fe, Dcv clopmen: l <l ·ll/ d illa l(', .rud Illoks aft er the xomu l bC,!~jnll jllg li a s alrcnrlv hC('1I made 10 I ul rivate 
1!t:\'l 'I<l pIlWll l .u i ivirics of COl 0 ;1 ill i ln- co untry. 

('OCO;I .nu] th c pro/!,I'css mn dr ill t l u recent )cars is 

11 i , clII'Illllag illg 10 lillie i luu there is :t general 1101('\\'01111\' , II is hoped I h :l l wit h i he concerted 
:!1I'.1l'l"Il'ss OI11111IlR ihc grOIl'l'n as regards i hc hcn c­ eflor ls 01 the rescau l: alld dcvclopmrnt .igcncics 

J 
Ill , nl 1:lkil lg 111' ('()('na c ult iv.u i on (''' pCl iallv ;1~;1IJ I a ut l p rocessing illd llslrics ('1l("0;1 will he a popul.ir 
inu-r crop ill ;11'('( :1 /1111 and (' () (' O l ll ll g:l Ic!C ·IIS. .\1 pTe 11l11l 1l1l"lci :d I i 0 P i ll l nrli« w ithi n a dCl.:llll and if 
., ( ' l iI 1111'1< ' :Il'l' 1111(' (' ;lgl' lIl'il" lI :1l11l' II ' ( I ) \1 / , . C:lcl wil l h l' po-s ih lc 10 l'XIUIII ,i / :d l\c' qu.nn.ir ic:•. 
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IS T OBACCO OF INTE UEST TO YOU ? )) 
(( IT &0, s ubscr ibe to : ))
 

(
 IND TOBACCO BULLETIN (English) 
(
)) 

( Annual Subscription Rs. 1)1. ( 
))

) BHARATEEYA TAMBAKU (Hindi) ( 
( Annual Subscription Rs. "r/. ) 

) BHARATEEYA P OGA U (Telugu) 
( 
J( 

Annual Subscription R,. 4/- () 
)( 

THESE Q R TERLTE CARRY: 

(
) ') 

'" Latest and a uthentic information on Tobacco a nd T ob acco Products. () 
)( * Useful articles by ex perts on development and marketing of tobacco , 

() T obacco News, Notes a nd Statistics . ) 
J (( Indispensable for agriculturists, students, traders, manufacturers and exporter )
) (

( WIDELY CIR CULATED IN E\"DI. 1\ 1'10 ABROAD )) 
( For aduertisement /arijJ and other particulars, write 10 )) (( T h e Direct or , 
) 

Directorate or Toha cco Develcprnene, Government or India, (
) 

3·A, Eldams Road, T eynamp et , MADRAS-600018. )
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