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Grading of Arecauuts 

M. S. LAKSH MANACHAR 

Assistant Director,
 
Dlrectoratc of Arec:anut &: Spices Dn eloplD.nt, Calicul.
 

Ma ny of our agricultura l commodities 
at rome stage or oth er are bei ng sold mixed 
with some other simila r commodi ties or 
with inferior varieties of the same com­
modity and this I S quite common When the 
prices of the commodity show a tendency to 
rise owing to its poor crop or a norma l 
crop with increased dema nd. Th is tendency 
for adulterat ion seems to be mainly due to 
the defective marketing system. To prevent 
such malpractices in marketi ng the only 
remedy is to resor t to what is known as 
grading of the produce. Grad ing in i ts 
simple defi nition is only a method of sorting 
out products in large lots into groups of 
uniform kind, quali ty and size within as 
narrow limit s as possible. Tod ay in this 
process of grading various mechanical 

evices are used and proper gradi ng of the 
produce depends on the skill and judgement 
of those Who use such devices, sort out and 
grad e the products. Alt hough gradin g of 
the produce has not well developed and 
reached the nook and corner of each and 
every village, farmers have begun to realis e 
the benefits of grading of their produce 
before tbey sell it in the markets . 

Grading introduced 

The surveys to study tbe prevailing 
market conditions undertaken by the Agri­
cultural Marketing Adviser to the Govern­
ment of India in the country as early as in 
the thirt ies highlight ed the necessity for 
- beuer gradi ng of agricultural produce in 

order to eliminate waste and provide a 
common basis for trading on standard 
quality to the advantage of both producers 
and consumers". The Agriculture Produce 
Gradi ng a nd Marking Act. 1937. as passed 
by the Central Legi stature provide fixing of 

rade designat ions to ind icate tbe quality 
of a ny scheduled article of agr icuitura 
produce for defining standards of qua lity 
an d specifying grade designation marks. 
As per the act, the Agricultural Marketing 
Adviser to the Government of India has 
been empowered to issue certi ficate of 
authori sat ion to suitable persons who are 
prepared to grade a nd mark the ir produce 
and also to inspect their work with the help 
of the State Governments. The grade specifi­
cat ions of the commodities are prescribed 
by Government of I ndia in consultation 

ith State Governments. The Act lays down 
a national insign ia " Agmark " which 
denotes a recognised standard of purit y and 
quality. Since the grading of commodities 
meant for export is compulsary under 
" Agmark" the fixation of quality standards 
are of special importance in case of com­
modit ies meant for international trade. 
Also certain commoditie s for internal 
consumption are graded with "Agmark". 

Grading of arecanuts - its need and 
advantages 

Areca nut, an important commercial 
crop of India, is estimated to be grown in 
an area of 1.74 lakh hecta res producing 
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a bout 1.51 la kh to nnes o f arec nut va lued 
a t bout 90 crores a be p resent level of 
prices. About 95% of the tota l produ ctio n 
come from Kera la, arnataka a nd Assam 
(includin g Megha aya) an d areca nut growers 
in these st ates a r enerall y p oor with small 
holdings. Si nce th e produce from their 
hold ings are very small a nd their resource s 
are poor, they do not pay much a tt ention 
for a ny orderly ma rketi ng. Normally they 
sell tbe produce i n sma ll lo ts to the curer­
cum-mercha nts or mer chants, as the ca se 
may be, without pooli ng a nd gradi ng th em 
(in Karnataka, however, the cultiva tors sell 
thei r rod uce in a ro ugh ly graded for m). 
The poo li ng and gra ding of areca nuts are 
thus mostl y done aft er th e goods reach the 
hands of th e merchan s, and also in th e 
assemb li ng ma rk ts. T he grading of areca­
nuts done by merch an t , a t present, is ba se 
on long standing trade practices ad is DOl 
based OD any scie ntific specificat ions. They 
are arbitrary varying from ma rket to mar et 
and the number of r ades th at are exist ing 
today are confu ing , This. therefore, neces­
sitates a n urgeDt nee d for es tab lishin g 
grade standards for both whole died 
arecanuts (cba li ) and whole an d sli ced 
boiled areca nuts. 

The grading and st andardization of 
arecanuts helps a great deal in the crea tio 
of mutual confidence bet ween buyers and 
sellers - the buyer is assured of the quality 
produce for his mo ney when the grad ed 
arecanuts are made ava ilab le with it s 
correspondin g prices quo ed in the markets 
and the pro ducer will have a wider market 
and better pr ice for h is red uce, Ot her 
advantages of this system are th at the 
wastage is muc h reduced and scientific basis 
for storage is provided (since the gr ded 
produce is more read ily accepted by the 
warehouses) 

Introdoclng grading of arecanuts 

The important commercial types of 

- -­ ~- - -

arecanut cogn ised by the tr ad are Chali, 
Pharcha , Nay ampak, l yle n, Api o r Idi, 
Ha ssa or Bett e or Ott veuu, Choor a nd 
E rasel. Ea h of these commercial type 
include ma ny tr ad e vari et ies. It bas be en 
est imated that the tota l rade variet ies 
included under all these types exceed 160 in 
number. 

Areca nu is o ne of the art ic les i ncluded 
in the schedule of the Ag riculture Pr oduce 
Grad ing an d Ma rk ing Act 1937. St andard 
grade s were prescribed as early as in 1952 
f r whole dried arecanuts cov ering 4 trade 
va rie t ies na mely Mat i specia l, Sriva rd ha n 
special, Jamnagar pecial and Jeeni pecial 
each of wbich is fur ther di vided into 3 
stan da rd grades, based on th e then exist i ng 
trade prac tices in M nga lore market. In 
spi te o f tbe best eff Ht! made to introduce 
g rading of sundried whole areca nut s in 
M nga lore market it d id Dot meet with 
mu success in the abseu e of oy compul­
sion to grad . Therefore for d ra wing up 
standard grade speci cation s for all other 
commerclal types. the erstwh ile Indian 
Centr al Arecanut Committee under a scheme 
spo n ored by it collected 22 7 commercial 
samples of arec nut s from d ifferent produc­
ing, assemb li ng, dist ributi ng and importing 
regio s in India and got it analysed by the 
O il seeds Speciall t, Co imbatore (Tamil nadu) 
for var iou quality factors, such as colour. 
length, breadth, maturity, moisture co nte nt , 
number of p ieces per kilo and refraction. 
However, Agma rk specifications for tbese 
pr ducts based on the results of the analysis 
of the Oil seeds Specialist could not be 
finalised since a fre sh marketing survey 
which included inter-alia detailed tudyon 
the grade specification for all types of 
areca nut other tha n the sundried wholes was 
co ntempl a ted y the Agricultural Marketi ng 
Adviser . This market ing survey was co n­
d ucted d uring the year 1957-59 (at the 
in stan ce of · the erstwhile Indian Central 
Arecanut Committ ee). During the course of 
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t his survey i t was revea led tha t gr adi ng Was 
no t done u nd er any o f the Agma rk sta nda rds 
fo r Whole dr ied arecanuts p rescribed as 
earl y as 1952 an d that no trader ha d applied 
fo r certificate o f au thorisa tion for g ra d ing 
and pac k ing o f this commodity, I t Was a lso 
revea led that a large num ber o f a reca nut 
t ra d e types were being p ro duced a nd ma rke­
ted i n va rious st ag es in I nd ia which d iffered 
fro m S ta te to St a te. I t therefo re. bec ame a ll 
the more necessa ry to no t o nly revise the 
a lr eady drawn up grades u nder Agmark for 
who le d r ied a reca nuts but al so for layi ng 
down Agmark sta nd ard s fo r the gradin g o f 
o ther commerc ia l types of areca nuts , Bas ed 
o n the re su lts of th is sur vey, the D irecto ra te 
o f M a rk eti ng a nd I nspect io n su ggested tha t 
the first step i n the order iy m arket ing o f 
a reca nut s woul d be to c lea r ly define th e 
g rad es a nd qua l it y and sugges ted 'i revised 
system of com merc ia l cla ssificati o n of 
areca nut s i n their report. " R eport o n 
M a rket ing of Areca nuts in I nd ia". Before 
fina li si ng th e gra d es a nd gra de spe cifications 
it wa s a lso su ggested there in th a t th e 
experime ntal g rad ing sh ould be u ndertaken 
in typica l curing a nd pr od uc ing centres in 
the va rious producing a reas and for this 
purpose suitable Co-oper ative Societ ies in 
these a rea s might be select ed a nd ent rusted 
with the wo rk o f g ra d ing of their members ' 
produce based o n the existi ng trade practices 

a nd the tent a tive grade specificat io ns as 
recomme nded by the Directo rate in their 
report . 

Ex perlmemal grading of arecauuts 

In a ccord a nce wit h these recommenda­
t io nS, two sc hemes o n expe ri mental gra d i ng 
of beteln ut s In K arn a taka (erstwh ile Mysore) 
and Tam il N adu were in it iated with the 
financia l a ssista nce of th e e rstwhile Indian 
Centra l Ar eca nut Comm ittee a nd the con­
erned St at e G over nments. In Karnataka, 

th ree Centres, ( i) M a nga lore (for sundried 
.whole, C ha li ) (i i ) Shi moga (for boiled split, 
D eshawara m) and (i i i) Sirsi (for boiled 
Whole Api o r Idi) wer e selected and the 
service o f the areca nut marketi ng co-oper­
a ti ve societie s fu nctioning i n these places 
viz . the South K anara Agriculturists Co­
operat ive M ar ket ing Soc iety Ltd. the Mal­
nad Areca M arketi ng Co-opera t ive Society 
Ltd ., a nd the Sir si Totgars' Co-operative 
Sal e Society Ltd , respect ively, Were utilised 
fo r work in g out the schemes. In Tamil 
Nad u State th e centre selected was Mettu­
p a layam and the society, Mettupalayam 
Co-opera tiv e M arketi ng Society Ltd. The 
scheme was Implemented from 1962-63 to 
1968-69 in ' Tamil N a du a nd 1963-64 to 
1968-69 in Karn a taka State. During the 
per io d t he fo llowi ng quantities of arecanuts 
(tonnes) were graded under the scheme. 

KA RNATAKA TAMIL NADU 
Year 

Mangalore Shimoga Sirsi Mettupalayam 
(Authorised packers ) 

(At the societies) 

1962-63 21 
1963- 64 - - 668 40 
1964-65 1196 610 776 41 8 
1965­ 66 2605 169 440 18 140 
1966-67 6716 372 675 "' '' "' ;:. 34 
1967-6 8 5815 213 275 25 121 
1968-69 4420 314 290 23 93 

(Source : Pr ogress re ports of the experimenta l grad in g centres). 
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In MeHupalayam some of the autho­
rised packers were also persuaded by the 
society to take up grad ing in accordance 
with the prescribed tentati ve grade specifica­
tions. 

It was reported by all these experimental 
grading centres that there were re ular 
enquir ies from up-country markets for graded 
produce and it fetched higher prices at the 
termi nal markets . Based on the tentative 
grade specifica ti ns for sundried Whole 
(chali) types of arecanuts drawn out as a 
result of the trials conducted at Ma ngalore 
and Me ttupal ayam, the Agmark grade 
prescribed as ear ly as in 1952 for these types 
have since been revised and publis hed in the 
amended rules 1969. The g ades are based 
on commercial types and take into considera­
tion maturity, diam eter of nuts, colour, 
pitch and fre om from insect damage and 
di seases. The tentative grade specifications 
drawn out as a result of the trials conducted 
at Shimoga and Sirsi ar e yet to be approved 
for fixing Agmark grades. 

The economics of grading as worked 
out at these centres indicate tha t by grad ing 
the producers' produce before sell in , the 
premium over the ungraded produce amounts 
to abou t Rs. 30 to 100 per quintal depending 

Grading for internal trade. 
Year 

Qua ntity in tonnes. Value in '0:>0 Rs. 

1967-68 

1968-69 

1969-70 

1970-71 

1971-72 

120 842 

115 945 

135 972 

147 992 

41 243 

on the lrad ty of arecans t. the terminal 
mar e , dem nd etc. 

Progress of grading 

The scheme f r grading 0 arecanuts 
introduced on an experimental basis .n 
Tamil Nadu an in Karnataka States are 

o being continued a s a state financed 
scheme. In Karnataka Sta te grading of 
arecanuts ha e since been xtended to Borne 
m re centres viz. Sagar , Siddapur and 
Kumta. 

Although. very small quantities of 
arec nut about 200 to 300 lonnes are being 
exported from India to countries like Nepal 
(acco nting for a major hare) Singapore 
etc. they are not graded since compul ory 
grading under Agmark fo e port has not 
yet been Introd uced In respect of areca nuts. 
Also, while a very nomina quantity f 
arecan t. are grade d under ' Agmark' for 
inter nal trade on voluntary basis, in part i­
cular at Mettupalayam in Tamil Nadu, 
consider ble quantities are being graded 
at producers' level mostly in Karnataka at 
Mangalor e, Shimoga and Sirsl. Quantities 
of arecanuts graded under Agmark for 
internal trade and at producers' level are 
as given below : 

Grad ing at producers' level. 

Quantity in tonnes. Value in '000 Rs. 

3850 

4997 

4456 

5117 

2667 

27,074 

37,200 

30,937 

36,664 

10,133 

(Source : Directorate of Marketin g and Inspectio , Nagpur). 

Conclusion gr di ng 0 arecanu at the pro u ers' level 
From the above paragraphs it will be efore they are put in the market for sale 

observed that since the Import nc wa keenly felt , f xp rimental Jading Was 

-­ ~------ -­ - - . 
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initiated in so me of th e importa nt centres 
of t wo arecanut growi ng Sta tes K arn ataka 
and Tamil N ad u to fina li se the gr ade 
specifications fo r both su nd ri ed a nd boiled 
and dri ed areca nut. However, a lt hough a s 
a result o f th e tr ials a tthese experi menta l 
centres grade sta ndard s for sund ried areca ­
nuts have since been finalised a nd published 
i n the G azette, a s amended in 1969, grade 
specificatio ns for bo iled and d ried arecanuts 
are still u nder co nsidera tion. D uring the 
per iod o f running of thi s scheme it was 
observed that at all th ese centres there were 
regula r enquiries from up country market s 
for gra ded produce a nd th a t the gr ad ing of 
the gro wers' prod uce befor e sale not o nly 
nabl ed gro wers to ge t better p rices but also 

fetched high pri ces for the traders at the 
ter mi na l markets . 

Whil e reviewing the progress o f th e 
work done in t he ma tter of grading of 
a reca nut s, it is found tha t the progress in 
th is field i s very sl ow. The main reason for 
th is very slow progress seems to be the 
absence o f a ny str on g a gency with all 
facili ties for undertaking commerci al grad ­
ing i. e. grad ing at the produ cers' level, and 
stro ng opposit ion from the trader s in this 
ma tt er. The two a gencies which can imple­
ment the co mmercia l grading are the Reg ula­
ted market co mmi ttees and co-operative 
societies whi ch ca n equip themselves, with 
nece ssary facil it ies for grad ing. The st rong 
opposit ion from the trader s for grading 
seem s to be due to the fac t that at present 

most of the traders and commiss ion ag ents 
purchase the produce mo stly in the ungraded 
form from the growers directl y or in auct io n 
and unde rtake grading of arecanuts them­
selves to meet the demands of the purcha sing 
cen tres so tha t th e Whole benefit of grad ing 
may go to them. Certain suggest io n s a re 
made below in ord er to improve gradin g of 
areca nuts so tha t the producers reap the 
benefits of grading. 

I) Areca nut ha s bee n brough t under 
regul a t io n only in Ka rn a taka (about 15 
regula ted markets) , Kerala (about 6 regu­
lated markets), Ta mil N adu (ab out 2 regu­
lated market s) an d recently i n Goa . This 
show s tha t some of the import ant arecanut 
States like Assam, Ma ha rashtra etc . are yet 
to enact the necessary le gisla tio n for 
in t rod ucing regula t ion o f markets for ar eca­
nut. Also wher e it has been done, either 
it is not ena cted compl etely thro ughout the 
State (Iike Keral a) or the number of 
regulated markets fo r a reca nut is very 
l imited. T herefore, immed ia te action should 
be taken by the states to pass the necessary 
leg isl at io n for regu la ted marketi ng of areca­
nuts Where it is not done a nd , where it has 
been done, to st rictly enforce the same 
throughout the St a te to cover a ll the mar­
kets for areca nut . 

2) Grading un its should be set up by 
th e R egulated ma rket co mmitt ees a nd the 
Co-operative Market ing societies i n a ll the 
assembli ng markets for a reca nu t. It may 
be added that the i nsta ll at io n of the com­
mercial gradi ng unit does not i nvolve any 
costly equipmen t for the purpose but only 
sett in g up of a uni t with so me skilled per­
so nnel a nd a few impl ements li ke cutters 
(to cut a nd d etect the maturi ty of tbe nut, 
colour, pitch etc) Sieves (with d ifferent size 
ho les to separa te out unassor ted arecanuts 
according to size or diameter of nuts) etc. 

3) The R egula ted ma rket commi ttees 
and Co-operative marketi ng societ ies a fter 
p rovid ing necessary facilitie s for grad ing, 
may make it incumbent on the prod ucer to 
compulsori ly grade bi s prod uce before 

. bri ngin g tbem for sale. 

4) To ge t sk ill ed per sonnel for the 
grad ing unit necess ary pre-trai ning for them 
is impera tive an d for thi s purpose concern ed 
Sta te G overn me nts in consultatio n with the 

irectorate of Marketing an d Inspect ion 
may set up grading traini ng cen tres and 
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impart training to those who are to be con­ ssary publicity and propaganda in this 
sidered for appointment in these grading matter is taken up in all the concerned 
units. arecanut growing States by way of educating 

5) Also to make the growers more tbe farmers in grading matters through 
gradi ng minded it is important that nece- literature. exhibitions etc. 
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CHEWERS' FAVOURITE 
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