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The rice cyst nematode, Heterodera oryzae was 
rpr.l"lr·t",ri to occur on rice in Orissa (Rao, 1965). Samples 
collected from banana and rice fields near Panchayat 
Public Well in Karunagappally Quilon distict, Kerala, in 
1984 recorded the presence of cyst forming nematodes 

roots of both the crops. Detailed examination of the 
population and comparison with paratypesof Heterodera 
oryzae, H. oryzicola and H. elachista confirmed its 
identity as H. oryzae Luc & Brizuela, 1961. The nematode 
is known to parasitize rice in Ivory Coast (Luc & 
Brizuela, 1961) and rice and banana in Senegal (Taylor, 
1978). H. oryzicola is known to parasitize both banana 

rice in Kerala (Charles & Venkitesan, 1984). H. 
could be separated from H. oryzicola by body 

length and hyaline tail terminal length of second stage 
juveniles. The measurements are: Second stage juveniles: 
L= 0.423mm (0.376-0.465) ; a=24.4 (19.6-28.0); b=5.2 
(4.2-6.0); b'= 2.6 ( 2.2-2.8); c= 7.5 (6.7-8.3); Stylet 
length= 19.5 mm (18.8-21.1); conus length = 8.3 mm 
(7.8- 8.6); anterior end Lo crescentic valve center = 59.4 
mm (51.6-70.9); anterior end to excretory pore = 89.4 
mm (78.4 - 98.0); taillength=57.1 mm (46.2 - 68.9 ); 
hyaline tail region = 31.4 mm (21.9 - 36.0); hyaline tail 

region/stylet ratio = 1.6 (1.0-1.8); laterallines=3; cyst 
cone tops: fenestrallength= 24.2 mrn (19.4-32.3); fenestral 
width=27.7 mm(21 .9-33.5); vulval slit length= 39.4mrn 
(33.5-45.2); under bridge length=90.3 mm (71.0-103.2); 
distance of anus from vulval slit=40.5 mm (33.5-46.4). 

It is likely that the popUlation on banana and rice in 
Kerala could be a mixture ofH. oryzae and H. oryzicola. 
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