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Three species of phytophagous mit e;; Zlrc: <lnllJng th e pl ' ,I~ of I Jl'ld ll\ll ~ (,d s() kll()\\'n a ~ I il l' 
arecClnut palm) that infec t their lea\'l' ~. These arc Olrg, ollyc/IilS illdiclI, Ilirst (FllTT\lnIJ1HI\11 
and CHAKKABASc\\'A NN:\, 195b), OligOllyclll lS bi /ra}'clIsis Hirst (l'llTT.\I,UIll,LlII <1lld CII.\~~ .\­

BAS,\V;\ N0! .-\ , 1959) and Rauir!!a illdica Hirst (Cll.\~~.\R\s.\\ . \~~ . \ Zlnll I'I'TT .-\l n: 11IU,\lI, 11))7) 

During 1974, a fourth spec ies lI'as foulld feedin g on the 1 ()II,(,hirlt-~ of ZlITl'a IcaQ's TIll's\'ll1jltoliIS 
of infestat ion appear as yclloll' spr 'ck l" s 011 le:1\'('<;, and laI n, 11]('\' coail-scc 10 gi\ 'c' lill' IIlwil­
leaf an yd lo\\' colour. The pest is oh,;en'ed through()llt Ihl' \ 'car lI' it lt l1\a~ il1llllll l' ()]l lllali oll 
during summer (i\I arcll to e:11ly Junc) <1 l1 d l1linilll111l1 dllring lil(' rain\' SI';\<;" 11 crlln\' 10 :\I WII <.;t) . 
This mitc h:1s heen iclcntifled :1S Tc/ran\'Chlf S Jijicllsis Ilirs l (.\ ca rilla Tl'Ir,IIl \'c hicl al ' ) 11\' Ih,' 
COll1!llonWealtil institutc of Entrllllolog\', Londoll. 

The adu lt mites a re or~tnge rcd in co loll1'. The ('gg~ and o( hl' r ~(:lgl'~ ()f Ihi ~ Illi Il' :t l' (' ~I'I'11 

insidc \\'elJs s pun by adu lt Illites. The eggs al'e light l'urp lr (0 Purl,lr in colOIlf. Th"incuha­
tion period is completed in 4.o--i .5 days. Tile frcshh' C'1llC'rgC'cl \;)1'\:)(' a 1'1' pal ,' \c1lo\\' ill ('<llotll'. 
After thcy begin feedi ng, their s ides IJeGIllle grCCIl. Thc 1<1I'\'a l] lt' ri odlas ls -Ll- (h') hI' IIllich includl's 
a qui escen t stage of II-20 Ilr. Thc pro ton \'m ph:11 :1lld d e ll tOIl\'1ll pil a I pl' ri tlds ()CCU jl\ ' --17-.')2 h l' 

(qui esccnt Jlcriod 4-1 9 hr) ane! --17-72 hI' (qlli(' ~c ell ( peri od I,l-2,l 111' ) , 1'cs],('('l in 'I.\' TiI ('d m ;llillll 
of th c immature slag<:s is C)J)-12.1 rla\·~ . Thi s ~ p ('c i('s also shOll' S <1rrill'lIlltokllu,; 1':ll'lill ' lI og1' llt 's i,;. 

This mite is gcncr<1l ly fo und in :1ss11ci:1 ti on lI'itil <1 predalor c()ll1jlk~ lilal ('on sis ls cl f :t ('llc ri­
nellid SIc/horns sp ., a phytosc iid Illite, <1 cecidlJl ll\ ' iicl, and a slaph\' lillicl beetle. Thl'se I'r(,li;ttor,; 
are founcl fccding Oil thc o ther tetrallych id mitcs of bclcln\\l palm abo, 

T. jijiensis has becn rcported ( 0 occ ur on c itrll s , coconllt , Sca/o r/hill palm (nolI' j 'hyl()sP crlllll 
sensus lalo) and DlefJenbacltia (a n orn a mcnt a l pl an t ) in Fiji, Inelia , a nd th e Philippin('s (](l\1.\:\!)() , 

19(.iz ). In India, it has iJ een oll s('[\'ed on coconllt and ora nge (PIUS.\ Il, 11) 7 -1 ) . This i<.; I he firsl 
reco rd of tllis mite on thc iJ etclnut pallll .·[r c((/ ca/«III I L. 

'f ctrallyclllts jijicIIsis Hirs t is rec(lrded a..; a ne\\' 'I'l'('i,'~ illf.-dillg till' I",kllltlt \';1111\ .. Irccil « r('(/1II L. 

AC(ir l)lu~ ill, t. :\. I \:., (;1 :'C. 'Z, 1(}77 . 
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tlLlilk till' Dir,'dol', t:"IIII\\,,,\\\ ','alth In,titllte of Entolllol()gy, London, for identifying the mite 
:-:'1 H~ I - It ~'. 

C!I.I:\:\ ,lfl.I " ,·I\ .1:\:\,1 (C , P.) and 1'1 ' 11'.11'I ' JlRI.IIl (\f.), l()j7, _.- Some: predators of mites in Mysore, ­
i\ll , '; t\r,~ ,\~r , ,r. , 32 : 17<)-1;-;.') , 

I'H.I'; .I!) (\' .j, !(I7-1:\ (.'<lLtillgll': IIf \lik,; of [ndi:l. - Indira :\carolngy Puhli,;IIing [lousc, Ludlriana, 
III<li:l, J2ll I'll. 

1'1'! I'II,I'!)I(I,III (\\.) ,Ulo! C.11.1:\ :\ .III.I~ , II·,I:\:\ ,1 U;, 1'.), l'Jjh . - ')llrnc nell' in,;c:ch an el Illite pests of Areca 
1':11111 in ;\1\',,)[(' , \[1.1Iltl1, Ilui/. [lldian Cent , .\r"(·;lIlut C"rnmitU;c, 18 : 71-7-4, 

1'\ ' 11'.11"'1"" .111 (;\\.) ;lIl" CII,I:\:\,II\.I'; ,II'.I :\ :\ ,I (C . I',), l<rj'J. .\ preliminary account of phytophagous 
Init" , o( l\II'';o['(' , I'f<)c. I :\11 India CUll g r, /.'H)/. Calcutta, 2 : 530-53<), 

I~DI.I:--!l() (I.. c. ), 11)(,2 - - Tire tctrally,'hid Illite:, <I f the Philippines, - Univ, Phil. CoIl , Agr. Tech, Bull., 
t! : [ - ,,)2 (d" JII'!' :' <l:--' d ,,/. \litc:, II1jllriolls to Economic Plants , - University of California 
1'1' '';' , H"rK"Ic\' , Calif,"nia, (1LJ I'P , 1<)7,))· 
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