
Warning against the Spindle Bug (Carvalhoia areeae- iller 
and China) a serious pest of the arecanul palm 

AR CANUT SPECiAliSTI 

Central Areca nut Research Station, Vit ta l 

HE pind le bug (Oaruallioia arecae 
Miller nd 'hina) which is a pest of the 
a rec nut rop has a sumed ser ious prop or­
tio ns in ert ain parts or Kerala Sta te and i 
ca using grea t deal of da mage to the pa lm. 

survey co nducted by the Research Offi ce, 
Regional Arecanut Reseach ration, Palode, 
Triva ndru m Distri t has bro ught out 
tha t a man y as 88.0 per cent of th e gardens 
it ertain tract: in this Sta te arc infe. ted by 
th is pest , and about 50.0 per cent of the 
oung and middl e-aged plants, and 25.0 per 

cent of old palms are da maged severely by 
th is pest . 

Pa lms of a ages are uscepti blc to at ­
ack b this pest. The adu lt bugs are about 

6 mm. long, 2.5 mm. wide and ar reddish 
brown or black and red in colour. The 
nymphs are pale yellowish reen i colour. 

lonies of the bug , both adu lts and nym­
phs , live inside the to p-mos t leaf axils at 
th base of the centra l spind le and from 
there move out to feed on the plant ti sues. 
1 he adults as w II a ' th nymphs suck the 
sap of th lender pind lc, with the result 
tha t such spindles fail LO open completely. 
often get slight ly twisted and fa il to reach 
the normal size. An examinatio n of the 

iTe td leaves will show	 large number f 
linear dark brown treaks	 which eventually 
dry an d c, use shredding	 of rhe en tire leaf. 
Du l lack of ffi ciently func tioni ng leaves 
(he palms gradua lly I e	 cond it ion. When 
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the attack is severe the spindle get') co ­
pletely da maged and breaks at th ase , 
ometimes secon dary organism I' other ' n­

sects att ck the da maged tissues causing rot ­
ing of the tissues. During the umid 

weather period the ro t might exten to the 
bud and then to the grow ing point causing 
the death of the palm . As the rot extends 
inside. the outer whor l of the leaves of the 
palm grad uall y turn yell w, dr op dow n 
and the pal m eventually dies. Pa lms so 
damaged are a common fea ture in most 
arecanut gardens of Trivandrum, uilon, 
Kot tayam and Trichur districts. 

h pest generall y a urne eriou pro ­
portions with the close of the mons on and 
on the n et f the dry weather period . 

he insect an be successfu Ily con trot ­
led by spraying with any of the fo llowing: 

I.	 ish oi rosin soa p .. I kg. in 80 litres 
of water (o r I lb­
in 8 ga llons of 
wat er). 

2.	 .k, tin One c. . per it re 
f water . 

3.	 ~nd rex .. I kg. in 7uO to 
900 litres r wa ter 
( I oz. in 5-7 ga l­
lons of wa ter) 

T he pray should be directed to the 
top-most leaf axils where the insects most lv 
dwell as well :l . 0 11 the . pind le on which 
they fee I. 

Areranut J au)no! 
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An adult bug carualhola areca le 
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Palm with the spind le da maged 
by the pest 
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A bit of leaf da maged by u.e pes 
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'praying against the pest 
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