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Hopeful days ahead for coconut farmers 
Simi Thomas 


Technical Ofticer, CDB RO, Bangalore 


Flu ct uat ion and low price of 
coconut coup led with the pest and 
diseases of cocon ut ha - brought down 
coconut ult ivation in the country. 
The situati on is improving now with 
better pri cE' and increased production. 
The time is not far away when coconut 
farmers themselves decide the p rice 
of their produce. Even though many 
external factors are de id ing the price 
of coconut now, coconut producer 
compan ies registered in the country 
can playa vital role in fi xing the price 
of their produce in future. A fte r a long 
period of continuous low pri ce, 
farmers dre g It ing a rec sonable price 
to coconut since 201 3. This is a good 
trend and the fa rm ers have to util iL · 
the sa me. 

/\5 the pro cess in g in dustr ies 
require large inve tm en t, the 
indi vidual s are hesitant to set up 
processing pl ants. ow the farmer 
collectiv - fo rm ed in th e country are 
equipped to take lip p rocessing. As 
the Coconut Pmducer Compani es are 
taking raw materials from thei r 
members itself, the profit wi ll reach 
f.mners thems Ives rather than an 
individual or a small group making 
the profits. Once the Coconut 
Producer companies are com ing to the 
processing sector, the whole coconut 
sector will get rejuvendlt'd. As the 
farmers gets dss ured w ith high 
income from the crop, proper care and 
management wi II be given to the crop 
which will increase the productivity 
of the crop. 

Thi s is the right time for the 
Coconut Producer Companies to take 
up process ing and value addition of 
coconut. The producel' companies 
should take up methods to improve 

the producti on of the nut ri ght from 
sel ction 01 ,sood quality planting 
materi a ls to the marketing of 
processed goods . 

Apart from traditional coconut 
based i nd u stries like copra 
processi ng, COlon ut oi I extraction and 
coir manufacturing units, des iccated 
coconut powder unih , packagin g of 
tender coconut 'vIIdter and activated 
carbon production are getting deep 
rooted in the country. Th en" is high 
exportdemalld forvirgin cocollutoil , 
de<,iccated coconut, activated carbon 
etc. If we anal yse the expo rt data, it 
is found that even though we are 
exporting mo re coconut oil than 
Sri 1,111 ka the export o f oi I cake is very 
less than ha t of Sri lanka. T he 
Producer companies haveto move in 
accordance with the wor ld dem,md. 
Apart from con centrZlting on a single 
product, the producer company has 
to concentrate on product 
diversification. 

As w e all know roco n ut is known 
as Kalpav l·iksha - each and every part 
of it needs to be utili7 ;.:d eff(!ctively 
without any w dstage. Right from the 
peri anth and stalk of coco nut s, 
di ve rsification can be started . In 
several houses the dry peri anth of 
coconut is polished and kept w hich 
adds extra beauty and is eco friendly. 

Our country is the major exporter 
of coir products and stands third in 
the export oftoirfibre. United States 
and European Union are the major 
importers of coir products. Even 
though India is the major exporter of 
coir products only less than 10 % of 
the husk is utilized forfibre extraction . 
Here lies the scope of the companies. 

The fibre can be extracted and the co i r 
pith or coir dust , whi ch is the spongy 

residua l materi,,1 of fibre extraction 
has immense potent ia l as a soil 
conditi oner and moisture-retaini ng 
medium for horticultural application s. 
Nowad ays the c u Iti va tion of 
ho rti(ultu rd l crops is ga inin g 
importance und e r co n tl"ol led 
conditions in poly houses where there 
is wide demand for coir pith. It is 
also used in pot trays for raising the 
seedlings and find s gr at demand in 
floriculture. The world demand for 
coir geotex t iles w hich help in 
preventing soil erosion is also 
increas ing day by day. Th e coir 
composites an be used a w ood 
substitute also . 

The coconut shell w hich is mostly 
used as fuel find a vJI·iety of U S( '~ . 

The hand icrafts mau l: uut of shr: II are 
very attractive and expensive. M any 
di ve rsifi ed handicraft items ca ll be 
made with coconut shell. India, a 
favo urite destination of tourists can 
reap a lot from the same. The oil 
extracted from the shell has !ned icinal 
properti es. Ac tiv ated car·bon from 
coconut shell is a major contributor 
to the export basket. 

Virgin coconut oil capsules are 
getting more popular as it is easil y 
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Project Approval Committee ofTMOC clears 13 Projects 

portable and easil y consumabl e. As The w aste w ater from processing Produ cer Compani es once they 
virgin coconut oil find s uses fo r its plants ca n be further utili zed for the venture into proce ss in g and value 
medicinal properties and al so for production of biogas which in turn addition. Co conut Produ cer 
many other uses, there is world wide w ill meet the power requirement and Company can go up to higher levels 
demand for the same. Virgin coconut the reb y decrease th e co st of alld Cdn contribute to th e GOP of the 
oil fetches high price w hen compared 
to coconut oil. In the fast moving 
world, p ro du cts like de si cca ted 
coconut, coconut milk powder and 
coconut cream is catching the market. 
Coconut w ater also has diversified 

producti on . Coco nut produ ce r 
compan ies are hav ing much wider 
scopes th rough product diversification 
without the wastage of any part of 
coc onut th ereby increa sin g the 
income of fa rmers 

co untry. Th ey c an prov ide 
employment to seve ra l thousan ds of 
people. The ca reful and judi cious use 
of the avai lable re sou rces need to be 
en sured for the revival of coconut 

uses as it ca n be used in making 
vinegar, nata- de- coco, ice crea ms, 

The fu ture of coconut will be 
sec ure in the hands o f Coconut 

sector of the country. 
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Shell based Activated Carbon unit 

having capacity fo r processing 22 
MT/day per day and in Tamil Nadu, 
one Virgin Coconut Oil unit for 

process ing 10,000 nuts per day, 
one D esiccated Coconut Powder 
unit for processing 60,000 coconut 
per day, one Tender Coconut Water 

processin g unit for process ing 
5,000 Tender Cocon uts per day, 2 
Coconut Shell based Acti vatedThe 44th meeting of the Project day, a v irgin coconut o il unit "vith have- been 
Carbon units for processin g 22 MT eh d rL Approva l Cornmittee (PAC) on the capacity to process 10,000 nuts 
coconut shell per day will be l holestyra Techno logy Mission on Coconut per day, two Tender Coconut Water 
extended financial assistance. has r(TMOC) held at Kocn i under the Preservation and Packaging units 

mortal ity i 
Chairmanship of Shri T.K. Jose lAS, with the capacity to process 8,000 Dr . A.G. Gopal akrishn a, 

co m pare~
Chairman, Cocon ut Deve,lopment Tender Coconuts per day, three Scienti st, CFTRI (CSIR), M ysore; short,ehol 
Board cleared 13 projects with an Coconut Shell based Activated Dr. Vinayaka Hegde, Head, Crop could p 05$i 
o utl ay of Rs. 40.79 (lores and Cal-bon units with th e capacity to Protection, CPCRI, Kasaragod; SIllt. death cert j 
subsidy of Rs.3.45 crores. The 44 MT shell per day and three U sha.K., AGM , NABARD , changing 

might ever projects inc lude three research co pra/ba ll copra units with Regional Office, Thriuvananthapuram; 
pro ject s and 10 proj ec ts o n processing capac ity of 61 ,60,000 Shri. M .M .Jose, Senior Marketing But, the 
proce ss ing and produ ct nuts per year. Deve lopm ent Offi ce r, D .M.I. propagandi 
d iversi fi cation . Kochi; Shri Sugata Ghose, Chief ash docr In Kerala, one Tender Coconut 

Coconut Development Officer, drugs are 
Un d er th e sub comp o nent W ater proces sin g unit with a th f' m net CDB, Dr A.K Nandi , Secretary, Proce ssing and Produ ct capacity to process 3,000 Tender busi ne CDB and Shri Herna c handra,Diversifi cation, financial ass istance Coconuts per day, and 3 Copra / wou ld not 

Deputy Director, COB attended the will be ex tended for a des iccated Ba ll co pra , units havin g th e bowl". If t 
meeting. coconut Powder unit having the capacity to process 61,60,000 nuts 

capacity to process 60,000 nuts per per year, in Karnataka, one Coconut 
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A v iew oj" the 44th meeting of the Project Ap[l rtlva,1 Committee 
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