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ecent reports on the incidence of a 
ew emerging pest problems in 'i, 

bconut plantations in several parts of 
India present an alarming situation. 
The multilocational emergence of new 
pests. agrees t o  the  natural  

henomenon that, over years minor 
pests once not known for the severity 
emerge as potential pests of crops due 
to changing scenario in agriculture. 
The rruLirbstingeri&yid mite which 
was first reported in India from 
Ernakulam District during 1998 has 
spread to almost all coconut growing 

colour. Body is 
finely ringed and 
beset with bristles. 
(Fig 1). It is 
microscopic and 
the adult measures 
on an average 25C 
microns in length. 
They bear two 
pairs of legs 
towards 
--- 

the  
----- 

anterior end of the 
body The life cycle 
is completed in 7-10 

tracts in South India withina short days i d  the adult female lays about from the tender rneristematic tis 
spell of two years. The wide spread 200 eggs. All the life stages of this pest They generally harbour the 
occurrence of coreid bug in certain are seen inside the perianth. nuts. one to five months 

fresh infestation is noticed up 
The coreid bug, month old nuts also. A guerreron 

p a r a d a s y n u s present in the field throughout the 
ros t ra tus  Dist., andisspreadthroughwind. 
adult is chocolate 
brown in colour 
measuring about 
2cm in bodylength. 

2) The develop to triangular yellow 

immature stages turn brown and later deve 

(nymphs) are  longitudinal fissures as the nu 

colour. Eggs are 
laid in clusters on tender tissues of the button is 

nuts of various growth stages and 
- - -  Habitat and 

mXlf2Srmation 5 f m x t u r e n u t s  It is - - - - - - - - nature of -ecessary to differentiate between the damege yrnptoms of attack by both pest. With The eriophyid this knowledge only suitable mana- mites inhabit the gement measures can be taken up. 
tender portion of 

Description the nut covered by 

Eriophyid mite the inner bracts of 
the perianth. They 

The Eriophyid mite Aceria multiply and 
guerreronis K .  is elongated and worm colonise very fast 
like in appearance with a creamy white by sucking the sap m 




