
Vol. 4j, No.9]
May S, 1974 

SHORT SCIENTIFIC NOTES 


Rosa indica and PUllica grallatlllll as New H osts of 
Noctuid Moth AcllOca tirrlwea Linnaells in India 

Semilcoper moth, A c/iol:a lirrhal:lI Linn. (Lep id op­
iera: Noctu id ae) has bee n report ed to suck the 
juice of c itrus fruits ( Ayya r, 1940 ; l'ruth i and 
Man i. 1945). The prese nt repon records the feed ­
ing of A. l irr/w{'a larvae on two hos ts, namely, 
RoslI indica (Fam ily Rosaceae) a nd pomegranate . 
Pu,, ;w granll /1I11l ( Family Punicaceae). 

OUi ing the last twO yea rs of regular survey of 
Horti~l i1ture Farm of Rajastha n College of A gri­
cul tllrc a nd orchards of Gul a b l3agh (bot h at 
Uilai [lllr, Rajasthan ), a large num ber of semi loope rs 
severely defoliating rose pl a nts and pomegranate 
trecs were observed. In po megrana te , these se mi ­
loopers were a lso fou nd fee din g on the outer ba l'k 
of the twigs bearing frui ts which lead to the dry ing 
of such infested twigs and s ubsequent premature 
fall (if the fruits . The intensity o f da mage was 
severe during July-Sept ember but damage pro longed 
upto "lovember. The pupal pe riod was 17 to 25 
days \l hen cultured in la boratory. 

Thc authors are thankful to the Insec t Ta xono­

mist of the De partme nt of Entomology. Rajast han 

College of Agriculture . Udaipur , for identifying th e 

species and to Dr. B. P. Srivastava. Professor and 

Head of 

facilities. 

the Department, for prov iding necessary 
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Occurrence of Lymlllltl"ia oh.fill'Cllfll Walker, the Indian 
Gypsy Moth, as a Pest of Cacao in South india 

A survey of the pests o f cacao is in progress at 
(he Ce ntral Pl anta tion Crops Research 'instit ute , 
;~egion<ll Stat ion, Vittal. During the survey , a 

brow ni sh caterpi ll a r W<lS observed to ca use severe 
da mage to the tendet· lea ves of cacao. A la rge 
il umber of these ca terpill ars were colieeted and 
reared in t h ~ la bol'atory. T he pest hils been identi ­
lied as LV II /(/II/rilJ o/;fll .\'ca / lJ W a lke r, Lymantridae. 
A prelimi na ry note on the pest is furni shed here. 

Th e: entire body of Ihe caterpillar is brownish 
" nei is covered by brownish t uft s of hairs. H atc hing 
cf eggs usua ll y occurs during ni ght, and , in the 
I,lboralory, the newly ha tc hed larvae congregate o n 
the cacao leaves but do not commence feeding 
Iin t il th e following ni ght. Tile feeding ra te inc reases 
wi th subseque nl instars a nd t he caterpill ars feed 
vo r,;cio ll siy o n the entire tende r leaves includin g 
ihe vein s. in the field , the first instill' caterpi ll a rs 
uSlla ll y remain on the unders id e of the IC:1.ves and 
,u'e cal'l '; ed by wind fro m tree to tree, s tls pe nded 
by long threads that they s pin . T he la ter insta l' 
cate rpillal 's feed during the night only (R a hJll an , 
194 ! ). a nd . during the day , they hide o n dried 
leaves and tw igs a round th e cacao tree . In severe 
attacks. the cate rpill ars defo liate all the tender 
leaves, ret ardin g the growt h of the tree . 

, -he Indi an gypsy mot h is a pest of forest and 
fruit trees in ce rta in regions of N ort h India and 
; ~; c losel y re lated to LYllllln! r ill (Por/ hetria) displJr 

L .. ;t destruct ive pest of deciduous , shade, and frui1 
trees in parts of Asia. Africa , Europe, and N. 
Amer ica ( Beroza 1: / III. , 1973). 

This i.,> the first record of L y /1/an /ria obfusca/a 
Walker from SOllth India. 

The a ll thor is grateful to the Director, Common­
wea lth Insti t ute of Entomol ogy. London , for identify­
in g the pest. 
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