
This is the first report from India of BOlrylis 
cinerea causing grey mould of pea . This fungus 
has a wide host range and is reported to ca use 
destructive di seases on several crops in Ind ia. ·3 

Since Josbi and Singh 1 first reported the d is­
ease on gram in India, it has been observed in 
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The lesser bandicoot · rat as a pest 
of cashew 

Cashew, AnacardiWI1 occidentale L., is an 
important cash crop in great demand both in 
India and abroad. Many insects and mites 
have been reported as pests on this crop.l 
Abraham 2 reported damage to cashew nuts by 
the house rat. Rattus mttus in storehouses. 
An instance where the lesser bandicoot rats, 
Bandico/a bengalensis Gray, had attacked the 
nuts of cashew is reported here. During a 
search for squirrel nests in a cashew plantation 
near Kasaragod, Kerala , the authors observed 
that B. bengalensis had attacked cashew nuts 
and hoarded them in their burrows. 

A large number of ripe cashew nuts , most 
of which had been nibbled open and fed on 
by unidentified rodents, were found in the 
field between March and May 1980 near the 
base of cashew trees. One side of the nut was 
neatly cut and the kernel scooped out and 
eaten (see Fig. 1). On further observations, 
damaged cashew nuts were also lraced from 
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several gram-growing areas of the country. 
often in the form of epiphytotics. Gram ap­
pears to be more susceptible to B . cin.erea 
infection than pea ; when the two crops arc 
grown in close proximity, disease on pea is 
less severe than that on gram. As natural 
infection has been observed on pea plants, the 
latter may serve as a collateral host for this 
pathogen or as a reservoir for further infection 
on gram. 

Figure I. Cashe w nuts damaged by Bandicota ben­
galensis 

the entrance of rodent burrows in the planta­
tion. The species occupying these burrows 
was trapped and identified as B. bengalensis 
after the keys given by Ellerman. 3 Nine bur­
rows were excavated and 28 - 141 (mean 87.1 .± 
14.9) nuts. both damaged and undamaged, were 
collected from them. Hoarding of cashew nuts 
was observed in the chambers as well as in the 
tunnels of burrows. 

There are no previous records of the lesser 
bandicoot as a pest of cashew nut. 
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leaf-blotch and fruit-rot 0 

Pomegranate. Pllnica gran at 
portant tropical-subtropical 
widely distributed , but not I' 
exploited, in Kenya. Six­
trees cultivated in private 
Nairobi showed unusual Ie 
lesions and premature fruit e 
April 1981 . The associated 
identified as the two pathog 
versicolor (Speg.) Steyaert an. 
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of development of the dise, 
for both the leaf and the fn 

Leaf blotch. Leaf lesions are 
leaves. Mature leaves firS' 
angular lesions , which spread 
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bring about a reduction in 
as a result. the adjacent area: 
teristically yellowish. With a 
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associated with desiccation al 
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Angular necrotic lesions ( 
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