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ANOT NA W PEST OF THE ARECANUT CROP
 
(Contributed) 

A new pest has been not iced a ll the 
a rr ra nu t crop .a t rhe Cen t ra l Arecanu t 
Resea rch Station , V iual , a nd some o f the 
arecan u t gar de ns a ro un d th e V iI ta l Kasba 
o f Sout h K a na ra D ist ri ct of l\f ysorc St a te . 
T h is is a lcpid opr crou s pes t a nd ca pab le o f 
do ing a grea t deal o f da m age, even to the 
ext en t o f co m p le te ly d es t ro yi ng the cro p . 

The moth seems to g a in entry in to 
th e spa t he through pu nctures m ade thereon 
bv slugs o r m ail s (whi ch a r c common 
occu rr e nce in a reca nut g a rd ens ) a nd dcpo­
sits its eg gs o n t he i n ner su r fac e of the 

spa t he. So me t imes . m asses o f eg gs a re al so 
seen on ca v i t ies m ade 0 11 th e Oe::h y base of 

t he spa th es by th e slugs or sna ils or other 
insec t s. Pr om ptl y on ha tc h ing out of t he 
ggs, the you ng ca te rp i lla rs m ove to Nards 

the t ip o f the in flo resce nce o r work th eir 
wa y in to t he i n f lo resce nce throngh the 
spat he a nd co m me nce feeding o n t he te nder 

t ips o f the rnch i i a nd th e te nder u no pe ne d 
m ale flowers- W hen they b ecom e sl ig h tl y 
la rge r in size t hey m ove do wn to the 
fe ma le flowers a nd bo re"i n to th ese with ou t 
xce p t io n a nd com p le tel y ca t up t he co n­

ten ts. So m e cater p ill ars s ta y ins ide the 
fema le flo we rs fo r somet im e , while t he 

o thers re t race the ir s tops im meclia trly afte r 
consum in g the conten ts. The ca terp illa r s 
web tog e th er w ith the b ra nch es o f th e 

Areca/lu/ J ournal 

inflo rcs ccn ce a nd large wet masses o f [russ 
(plant res idue) thrown out by th em wi th 
silky threa d s a nd take shelte r in the dum ps 
th us fo rmed , and cven tua lly pupate. 

\ Vell-g ro wn ca te r p illa rs a lso o f te n 

crawl f rom their she lte rs to a ll u no pened 
spa the o r a fr eshl y ope ned in flo resce nce on 
the same t re e a nd se t about to d a m age i t. 
In s uch ca ses, as SO OIl as they reach the 
inflo rescence the y attack the fem ale flowers . 
As th e insec t s ta ys i ns irlc sp a the , it s 
presen ce o r th e des truction can no t be ea si ly 
de tec ted unt il a t a ve ry late st a ge - How e ver 
occa s io na lly, wet masses o f Fra ss d ro p p ing 

down a t th e pun c tures on tlw unope ned 
spathe or wet m asses th ro w n ou t a s the 
ca te r p illa rs bore into the spa the o n em e r­
ge nce fr o m th e' egg ; or Ir om t he she lter 

g ive a n e x te rna l ind ica ti on of til e pres ence 
of the insec t in the spa the. 

Due to th e abse nce o f the na tural 
pr essure, that a heal th y develop in g iutlores­
cen ce exe r ts o n th e spa th e , t he o pen ing o f 
the spathe in th is in sta nce is de la yed, ' a s a 
r esu lt of wh ich the pes t is ke p t protected 
fr om m a n as well a s Fro m it s na tu ra l 
enem ies (such as birds and a n ts) a nd gd s 
a long spell o f t ime to ell> its d r prcdarions 
W he n th e spathe fina lly open s i t w ill be see n 

that almos t t he e nti re in floresce nc e h as bee n 
co n ve rt ed in to a mass o f Irass. 
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A- Cul::rotllbf C - Ad u1t 
B Cocoon - Alfec ted In lb re ' r.wl\ce 

The yo ung ca terpillars a re du ll ~I'hi te 
in ,o int r • nrl g ra d ua lly tu rn b rown ish to 

blacki sh b row n :-IS th ey grow, A flllly 
de velop d ca te rp illa r measur es 1.5 to 2.0 x 

.'2 to 0 4 ern. T he head is chitinous ar d 
darke r and di sti nc t in co lour from t h.. body. 
T he cocoo n is deep brown a nd 0 9 to (·0 

x 0 '2 to 0 .4 em . in size . T he ad ul t lin a 

win g-expanse o f 1.5 to 2 em , T he WilJO' S 

arc d ull wh ite in col ou r -

Centro} cnsurcs 
T he pa thes wh ic h s ho w sig ns of d l'­

mage by . n ; i!s o r. slu gs o r sh o v trace o f 
frass sh ou ld be forced open prom p tly a mi 
e xa m ir ed for the insect s I f a ll th e fem al e 
!lowers have been damaged, th en t he 
in florescen ce shou ld be re moved co mplete ly 
a nd bu rn t with a vie w to destro y ihe 
insect s . If on ly a po ri ion o f the in flores­
cenee is a ffected an d there arc s ti ll some 
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unaffec ted female flowers th e a ffected Bran 454 g ms.
 
portions a lone shou ld be cut out an d M ol asses or J agge ry 10'l g lllS .
 

des troyed a nd the in fln resce n ces shou ld b Lead arsena te 2~ . 35 gms.
 
gi\'en a d renching spray with a 0 . 125% W ater 568 c. c ­
so lut io n of E nd rex 20 E . c: (28.35 c . c . in
 
22./5 Ii trcs o f wa ter ] to kill an y insec ts T h orough ly mix t he dry ing redients,
 

found thereo n. d issolve jaggery o r molasses in the water 
a nd pou r slowly on the dry i ng red ien ts , 

As the slugs or snails play an im por ­ m ix ing thoro ug hly so tha t all fla kes will 
tant pa r t i n en co u r.ig ing the developmen t become rn oist . Sca li er the prepa rat ion 
o f the pest, t hey should be ke p t completely where th e snails o r sl ugs arc known to 
under co ntro l. H a nd p ick ing and destroy­ cra wl. 
ing is a ve r y effective method of con t ro ll ing

" slugs a nd sna ils. W here inci de nc e: is heavv T he red a li t , M onmnori um gra cillimum, 

. poison l a i ts, ma de up as follows, ma y be feeds on the young ca te r p illa rs , a nd in thi s .. 
t>; laid· re spec t is therefore benefici a l. 
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AR£CANUT CROP IN INDIAN UNION 
By 

Sri K . K UN HI K ANNAN N AM JHAR, n.se. (Agri.) 

Price: Re, J/.:. Posta ge nl" 67 (by reg . book -po st) 

Edi I i ons arc arailable i n M alay alam, K annada and !\ [ arat hi langua ges. 

W ha t th e lead in g dailies say about th e E nglish Edit ion : ­

" T h is compreh en sive su rvey is a welcome effort in p rovidi ng a back groun d Irorn 
which the im provement a nd developm e nt of a reca nu t product io n a nd marke t ing 
ca n be u nder taken . M r . Na mhiar has ca rr ied ou t h is task pa instakingly. H is 
find ings ..... . fo rm pa r t o f a n ex haust ive repor t. . . .. . " I - " The Hindu " s Madras. 

f U;·. '<The repor t is thorough a nd a model o f i ts k ind . T he author Mr. K. K. Nam­
:5 0 f b iar , tell us a ll about the t rees and i ts fr uit. .. .. ." 
, a nd - " Indian Express" , Ma dras. 
-rnale 

th e " Mr . K unh ika nnan N am biar has ap proached the problems of the arccanu t 
indust ry on much wider basis t ha n was a tt emp ted by in vestiga tors for manyletclv 
years." 'he -"The Mail ", Madras. orcs ­

some _____ _ ____._....._ _ .._....:sa. c=...-""' -....-- ...._ ...n .. _ 
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