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Some New Insects and 

Mites on Areca Palm 

In Mysore-IIJ 

M . pun'ARUDRI AH & . P. CH AN N A B,\5i\ VA NNA 

Division of Entomology. Department of
 

Agriculture, llangalore-L
 

The author; in their pre vious two list s (1953 & 
1956) have given a number of insects and m ites so me of 

whi ch have been noted a s spo ra d ic pe sts in ce rta in 

limited local ities in th e Stat e. It is qui te possib le that 

so me o f these a re po tential pest s which may beco me 

seriou wh e n co nd it io ns fav our them. So it may be 

pointed out t ha t it is nece ssary to keep a crit ica l watch 

o ver these and o the r insec ts a nd Illites on the a reca palm 
wi th a view to find ou t the facto rs re sp on ible fo r their 
presen t st a tus a nd 10 ado pt s uita b le measu res to con trol 

the m if they tend to beco me pest s. 

D uring Ja nua ry 1957 , it W:\ . no ted tha t an entire 

bunch o f ripe a rccan u ts in a ga rd-in a t Sir i (Karwa r 

District) was heavily infes ted wi th the mea lyb ug, Iceryu 

aegyptiaca (Dougl), th e ta lks and the ba sal regi ons Of 
th e fru its completely cove red by the bugs in va rious 

st ages o f development. Only a portio n of the b unc h is 

sh own in the acco m pa nying photogra ph. A few bee tles 

and grubs o f the predatory lady b ird , Rodolia sp ., we re 

als o noticed amidst the me a lyb ugs. 

Th i bug is very widely d istr ibu ted in Ind ia and 

has bee n reponed o n a large n umber of d iffere nt va rie ­

tie s o f pla nt s ( Ra o , 1950), the most com mo n ones here 

being Jak and different variet ie of cro to n . 
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A port ion of areca bunch showin g infesta tion by lccryu 1/t'3.'f!li.ICu (Dougl) 

In o ur last note (1956). grubs of a dark bro wn 
co ckc ha fcr beetle were re poned to dama ge the r OOlS of 

'areca pal m ; in Sagar a nti T hirt hah alli a reas (S hin.oga 

District) . The insect has since been identified as 
Leucoph olis lepid-p liora Blanch. ( ~ I el o l o n t h i da e) . T he 
exact role o f thi s cockcha fer beetle is no t known. 
However. it m Iy he or interest to know tha t Nirula, 
(1955, ha s rcco rded a cockch a fer grub, Lcucopholis 

coneophona ( Uw m ) (Mclolo nthidae ) as a new pest of 
cocon ut palm in certa in a reas of Kerala Sta te. Some 
of the symptom s repo rted to be cau sed by the cockchafc r 

on coconu t palms arc yellowing of the leaves , stunted 
gro wth in youn g palms and pre mature fall o f nuts 

The writers a re thankfu l La the Director, Common­
wealth Institute of Entom ulogy, London, for the 

identificati on of the Cockchafcr beetle . 
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