INDIAN EXPORT SCENARIO OF COCONUT

AND COCONUT PRODUCTS
Sefasiian K5

Indunesia, [ndia, and
Philippines together account
for about 74% of the world
production of coconut share of
each varving bebween [57
16.5 billion nuts. India being one
of the leading coconut producers
at the global level, performance
of the country in the export front
of eoconut and coconut products
i5 guite dismal. India 15 the
bottom most rung in the export of
fresh coconuts, copra, desiccated
coconut, coconul oil and copra
meal. Many of the countries
whose production fgures are jus
one tenth or ooe fifth of India
could figure promunently in ibe
expart of coconut products. The
country 15 having world  class
research  institutions, a huge
domestic  markel, & haghly
favourable demographic factor,
ind above all the availlabality of
raw material, coconut.

Technology for production of
new vilue added coconut

Table 1. Major Coconut Producing Countries

Various Coconut Products from India
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products 13 indigenously
available. It 15 just buffling that
why India 5 lagging behind
other small coconut growing
countries i the exporl sector
One of the reasons could be the
comparatively  high  domestic
price prevailing n India, But
duninig the past two-three years,
price of coconuts in the country
was at the lowest level, with the
result that the Government has to
take measures o protect the
interest of farmers,

All the above facts point o some
of the aspect of production
system of coconut products, [t is
o be ascertmined that whether
Our processing unils possess the
capability to produce products
which meet the international

| standards and can compete with

products emanating from other
countries, It needs o be studied
that the standards and efficiency
of the plant and machinery wsed
in India and the technology could
produce cost effective products
which meet the quality standards
grd which can compete in the
foreign markets, More incentives
for exports of coconul products
will not be enough for enhancing
export  without pgiving  proper
afterntion to guality standards and
cosl effectivensss,

Clohal Coconot Scenario

The major coconul prodocts
which are being exported are
coconut oil,  copra,  fresh
coconils, copra meal, desiccated
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coconul powder, coconut sheil
charcoal, activated carbon and
coir & coir products. The major
exporters of these products are
Philippines,  Indonesia,  Sni
Lanka, Malayzia amd Thailasd. In
comparison to the consumption
pattern  of  cocomut  in  other
couniries, the doemestic demand
for coconut and its products are

very high.

As seen from table 2 Sri Lanka
with an annual production of
285 billion nuts could export
39198 MT of fresh coconuts,
India with more than 5 tmes the
production the production of Sni
Lanka of Sn Lanks could export
only 6815 MT, just one ninth of
the quantity exported by Sn
Lanka, Ewen Mexico with a
production level tess than one
tenth of that of India exported
9064 MT about 50% maore thao
that of India, Country with lesser
production  have  sigmificant
exportable surplus, compared o
Indua.

Export figures of copra (Table 3}
indicate that countries such as
Solomon lstands and Papua Mew
Cruinen with  far  behind  in
prosduction of coconul to that of
India could export comparatively
higher quantities than India,

As in the case of expont of
coconut and copra, in the expaort
of coconut ml also, India lags far
behind even to Malaysia with
prosduction of cocenut less than
3% of India. An anmalvsis of value
of production and expart income
from coconut products  shows
that the competiveness aof
coconut  industry 15 determuned
by coconut oil. Coconut ol
pustaing coconut cullivation to a
preat  extent. Io  India the
production of coconut oil
depends almost completely on
the production of copra. The
percentage of coconut production
diverted for production of copra
is lesser m India when compared
te  other coconul  growing
countnes, Aparl from thatl overall

Table 2. Export of Coconut Products [
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shortage of wvegetable oils in
India is one of the main reasons
affecting the export of coconut
oil.

Export of Desiccated Covoout
Powder from is meager 2173
MT (200%). Philippines tops the
list with an export of 116421
MT  closely followed by
Indonesia to the extent of arcumnd
47000 MT. Sn Lanka with one
sixth of the production of
coconuts of India  exported
around 40000 MT of desiccated
coconut powder in 2009, It 15
very inferesting o note  that
countries  such a5 Domincan
RBepublic and Ivory Coast whose
production levels are less than
e of the production of India
could export 15,000 1o 20,000
MT per year.

Domestic Scenario

Barring cowr and. coir products,
the export of coconut producis
from the country was below
B30 crores fill recently. This
was mainly because of high
domestic  demand for  kernel
products resulting in prices of
kernel products ruling above the
international prices most of the
LLmes, Thiz has nepatively
impacted the efforts of value
pddificn and by-product
utihzation during ihe  las
decade. Though there exst
research instinutions of
miermational  repute i the
couniry  for  developing  food
products, their services could
not be fully vtilized owing 1o
their other priorities, However,
i late mimeties in collaboration
with research institutions like

Tabie 5. Export of Copra Meal (in MT)
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Tabde 6. Desiccated Coconut Powder (in MT)
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Table 7. Expor of Activated Carbon {in MT)
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product uhhization n the coconul
sector. Under the scheme 164
CoCOnUl  processing  units with
infeastruciure Gacilines worth
I52.43 crores for processing
1216 million nuis per year have
been  established, Mg tender
coconut packing units  having
capacity bo process 36 mallion nuts
per year and 13 activiated corbon
units with o capacity o peoduce
I0M MT per annum  have
established under the scheme. All
these efforts  have helped
enhancing  markel  potential  for
coconut producis both in domestic
and intemational markets,

[recision of the Govermment of India

in o 2009 b desigoate Coconul
Development  Board as  Export
Promotson  Council  (EPC) fow

coconut and coconet products except
these from coir and coir products
have also helped the Board to pay
mgwe  giention  to  the export
promtion  achvitles  which  was
hitherto atiended by other EPCs such
as APEDA, CHEMEXCIL etc. On
heing designated as EPC, the Boand
s isswmng  Registraton-Cleme
Membership Cerfificates 5
cxporers, securing  bencfits under
VAHIDLS schemes, facilitating
partieipation an Intemabonal Trade
Fairs, disseminating important trade

Table 8.

Phiiippines 884,022
Indenesia 578,472
Sri Lanka 23010
India 118,217
Mataysia 151,558

information, amd providemg data on
thet exports and imports oof the
COUntry.

The Board could alse impress upon
the Government of India and secure
reliefs and concessions for boosting
exports of coconut products under
varows sehemes

Ad o resull of the concerted effors,
the export of coconut peroducts have
registered a significant growth from
2009-]0.

The coconul export zector shows
signs of improvemend. Tt is felt that
the mrowlth could be accelerated
fuerther, if proper incenfives are
provided, Though the coconut ofl %
eligible for VEGUY benefits at the
rate of 5% of FOB value, die 1o ban
om export of edible oil, the benefit 15
e extended 1o coconut ol

Tatén & Export of Coconit Products from
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exporters. [n the Middie East, USA,
European,

During the last year and the first balfl
of the current vear large quantities of
copra were exporied to Pakistan and
Bangladesh., Huge quantities  of
copra is being exporied to Pakistan
through road also, which seldom
reflect in the exporn figures, Copra s
deprivid of the benefits of cocomils,
which 15 présantly enjoving
VEGLY benefit of 3% of the FOB
value. A1 presemt 2% of the Focus
Prothet Scheme  bemefil & only
eligible ftor copra. [f WVEGUY
benefit iz extended 1o coconul il
and copra, export could be increased
considerabiy,

Diespite this, India B now cmerged
w5 he [eading exporter of activated
carhon. However, because of non
availahility of quality shell charcoal
al reasonahle price the ndustry is
now reported o0 be faing corisis
which iz expected to be persist for
somse more fime. Ower a penod of
o vears the saw matesial {shell
charcoal] price has almost iripléd,
whereas the price of finished product
hias only marginally increased. 1t is
learnt thar all the leading exporters
in the country have énpugh export
orders, but they may not honour the
orders owing fo shortage of raw
malereal, During the [asl 1wa veédrs,
export of activated carbon wilnessed
an annoal increase of 20%  in
virume

At present medicated  cocomwt oil,
coconul oil based soaps efc. are nod
categorized a8 coconul products and
as such exporl etmmgs are ol
figured in the total export of cocon

producis,;

Opportunities exist in the expord
segtor for coconud and coconud based

products.  To  explot  these
opportumities  for  increasing  our
cxports ke bottle necks have to be
avercoane by concered effors of the
Cocomiul Development Board,
Processing Linits and Government of
India. This s the need of the hour.
Sebastian . K8 & Assictant
Markering tificer, Ceorcorid
Develapment Board, Kockhi,

The Ariicle &5 theough the Courtety

of Coconut  Development  Board,
India
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