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I A GARDEN at HirehalJi (lVlysore), 
a dwarf areca palm, a freak, is grow­
ing. The palm is only 15 feet high, 
compared with the 50 to 60 feet 
which a normal areca palm may 
attain. Should it breed true, it 
may be used as a mother palm for 
raising dwarf progenies, thus solving 
problems of harvesting, spraying 
and breakage during heavy gales, 
which arise from the great height of 
areca palms. The (hi-'ali palm amidst Crown ~r the dWalj; shou-illg the 

other palms inflorescenceThe term 'dwarf' is generally used 
to describe an extraordinarily under­ out for the best-yielding gardens to down a live and bearing palm 
sized individual of a race of normal select mother palms from, I came responsible for its being alive 
st< ture. In Scandinavian mythology, across this palm, which was appa- to-day. The palm, which is 
the word connoted smallness and rently a dwarf. It was growing in years old, is only 15 feet high ' 
deformity. Dwarfs in plants are a garden of 2~ acres side by side has suppressed in ternod,d 5pa 
generally mutants from the common with others, a nd was the only one so that the annulaI cars appear 
variety. In coconut, many dwarf of its kind in the en tire area. though superimpos d . The gen 
varieties exist, though their origin Though the wners were ill-pleased appearance of the stem is that of 
has not been accurately determined. wi th its growth' and low yield, the coconut. The crown, leaf, . 
11any are supposed to be mutants superstitious belief against cutting cence, and nuts are all normal. 
of a tall vari ty by some change in H OW T HE DWARF COMPARES WITH A NORMAL PALM 
genetic factors. The dwarf varieties Detaiil Normal paLm Du:arJ pd!tt! 

are usually early bearers and yield Height of the palm 36 feet 156 

well, but their copra is inclined to be Internodal space 
softer and not quite of such good (a) At bottom 9 ,. t" 

(b) At middle 8 l"
quality as that of the taU palms. " Girth of the palm 

(a) At the 10th internode 15'5" 21"Areca is a tall-growing plant, 
(b) At the m:ddle 14" 15'5" 

consisting of a single unbranched, (c) At the top 12" 10" 
whitish stem, smooth, cylindrical 

H eight of the lOth in ternode from groun level 5' 9' 10' 
and annulate, marked with scars 

N . of leaves 8 8of the old fitllen leaves regularly 
throughout their height and sur­ Length of leaf sheath 27' IS" 
mounted by a crown of pinnate 

Length of leaf 6' 10' 2' 9" 
leaves. 


Breadth of inflorescence 26" H' 

During 1959, while I was engaged 

No. of inflorescence (bunches) 9in intensive and detailed study of the 
gardens in the Maidan areas looking No. of nUB in the bunch 160 41 
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comparati\"(; stud)' of the r!\\'arf 
palm and <1 normal palm gives 
these interesting variations : 

The inflorescence a nd floral charac­
ters are also normal tu ,1rrCG ca techu; 
the two nuts are normal and ,He 0 

a medium size and slightl}' e longated 
.. hape. It was also asc~rta ined that 
the cured pl'Oduct \\'as in no \\'ay 
difrerent. 

conscque'nt sh01'lcllillg ill tht' length 
of the' leaves and infloresccnce is 
also noticed. J"Iorcover, in COlllmon 
with all dl\ a rls of such perennial 
plants, it is a poor bearn. All these 
stro ngly indicate that the palm is a 

t rue dwarf, ha"ing arisen as a 
mutant. 

frustra ted by the theft ufLhe bunch. 
Since in thi s a rea harvest of on ly 
tender nuts is in vogue, harvesl­
ing will bc over by the middle of 
O c tober and no arrangements ar~ 
made for watch and ward of th~ 

garden from then on. Even wher 
hUllChcs a rc: reta ined for seed nu~ 
no watch is posted as it will he vcry 
costh' to the ryot. It is now proposed 
to post a watchman night and day 
to guard the bunch and collect ripe 
nuts to test whethel' it breeds true. 

The complete suppress ion of the 
internodal spacc is the ma in fe a tnre 
or the dwarf areca. In addition, 

Unfortunatel) ', the palm is located 
ncar th~ fence on the eastern side 
of the garden and this arGl is 
subject to heavy theft. All my 
efforts to collect the ripe nuts were 

ANDH RA'S SALIN E LANDS <:U1'<T I ]\;( : 1-:]) 

lRml P .\ GE l ·t 

tiel! a period it ,,"as obsern'cl that the sal t con tent in 
both the p lots approximated to each nthc]" or one ex­
ceeded the other slightly. Ai{a in, after the harvest of the 
main ern)> in l\o\Tmhcr- J)ecember, the plots I\'cre 
left Jallow till January-February, when transplantation 
or the secund Cl"O]) \\ 'as taken up. Dur ing this interva l, 
the same phenomenon I\'as repea ted , thereby showing 
that continuous ("J"oppin.g with I'icc: under Oooclcd con­
eli lion was ncccss <J ry to kt·cp t.he salt CO]] ten t from 
rising. 

EC{)~():\lI C:S 01' RFCl.,\:\[ \ ,]"TO.'\ :\·IE.\SCRf.S 

T he most economical reclamation measurc consists 
111 rais i\lg a crop of dlll7illcha (SeI"IJa /( ia aClIlenta) and its 
incorpora tion before trallSplan ta I jon. The cost I\'orb 
Otlt to about Rs. 15/­ pcr anC". TlJe net profit I\'as 
Rs. fl9. 

The cost of padd\'-straw or molasses at 5000 pounds 
per acre, and one ton per a cre, rcspectively, wOl'ks out 
to about Rs. 90/- per acre. The yields under the paddy­
~t raw treatment have been uniforml y high thl"Oughout ; 
the net profit I\"as R s. 26/-, as compared to the control. 
The molasses treatment \\'as the least economical and 
resulted in a loss of Rs . 1.00 nP . 

To sum up, for successful crop prod Lletion on these 
,oi ls on a permanent basis th(': following measures have 
to be adopted: 

Appli ca tion of paddy straw, or green manure 
Idltaillcha ) at 5000 pOLlnc\$ per acre may be grown 
and ploughed ill situ: 

Raising a saline-resistant I'a r iet)' of rice and trans­
planting the seedlings after the incorporation and de­
composition of the organic manures 

Adequate manuring: and 

Con tinuous cropping with good-quality irrigation 
d\ter, provision for adequate drainage fCJI' leaching of 
'he salts, a nd keeping the water table low. 

j aT/ llnl")' J.9fi .'; 

SPARE-TIME OCCUPATIONS CO:-':T I :-.:t.:ED 

FRO\ 1 PAGE 1­

ExjJmdilllrc 

COSl of" h ell., &. cocke­

rds 

Rs. 

50.00 

Silting h UlI'C'S, keeling 30.0n 
troughs , chid;en box, 
water pots, <:tc . 

R l',lIlTing ("'p~nd illlrc 100.00 

Olhn sUIl(\ril"' 20.00 

Tolal 200.00 

Nl'l Tllconw \:;0 . 00 

il/lOm, 

Sale proceeds of 
2,1:;0 cgg< (~ 

o . 12 nP p er egg 

It. 

:!6B O' 

Salt: proceeds of 20 40 .00 
hem each r«' Rs. :z -

Sale proceeds of 30. ()Q 

aLout 20 cockerel 

each 'i' Rs. 1.50 pt" r 
cock 

Other income 12. 0{) 

350 .00 

r.EAF Pl.:\TTERS 

The making of leaf pla tters is also another useful 
spare-time occupation I\·hich however is not as re­
munera tive as the other co ttage industries. Leaf 
platters are used b y one and all, irrespective of caste 01 

creed ; ill fact, many orthodox families use only leaf 
platters. 

The raw materials needed for this industry a re 
leaves and broom-sticks. The leaves used for this p ut ­
pose arc cashewnut, 1I1urukkall, etc. The leaves ar 
joined together by means of broomsticks. Usually , 
the leaves , a s also the broomsticks, are avaiiable on the 
farmer 's land . 

A bundle of lem'es, lI'ith \\'hi ch 75 to 100 platters can 
be made, costs about 0.23 nP., and broomsticks eost 
about 0.06 nP.~ a hundred leaf platters fetch Rs. 1.00, 
The net income is 0.69 nP. 

Ordinarily, a man can stitch about 150 leaf plat ters 
a day. However, this type of work is mainly carried 
out by I\'omenfolk, as it cloes not require any skill or 
hard la houl". 
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