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ARECA PALM WITH THIRTEEN CROWN 

By 
C. A. THOMAS 

T he in teres ti ng a reca pa lm (Supari) 
having thirteen rowns (vide pla te) was 
found gl wing at Kurichi . Ko ttayam Dist­
rict, Kerala State. At th e time of obser­

vation the p lm was 25-30 years old . Wh en 
this ph otograph \ as tuke n in 1961 hirteen 
b ra nch es wer e co unt d n the palm. In 
this abnormal pa lm, the br a n hing of the 
main st em bega n when it reached a heigh t 
of abou t 24 feet. About a yea r before th e 

bra nching comme nced. th e tree appeared to 
have under-gone a seri ous set-back in 
gro wth as evidenced fro m the ta pering of 
the stern perma nent ly visible at the top 

r gio n . But with be tter condit ions, the 

stem soon sta r ted spr uti ng severa l br a­
nches, 010 t o f them growing a lon g th e 

same v r tiea I pla ne. 

O n enquiry it was lea nt tha t before 

branching t he pa lm wa bea ri ng normally. 
After the forma tion of th es bra nches, the 
bearing was 50 poor. At the time f re­
c rd ing, fou branches ere bearing inflo­

rescense , none o f them ca pa b le of bearing 

24 

nuts. T he size a nd grow th o f lea f are 
quite norma l. imi lar br nc ed areca nut 
palm have bee n reporte b severa l work ers. 
Davis (l 56) had reported an areca palm 
pr oducing t wen ty ix bran ches. 
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