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Theme Article' 

The future of ,coconut sector 

The agriculture sector of the country needs a make over from a livlihood activity to 
business venture leading to the establishment of many processing units and the production of 
diversified products. Our farmers need to be transformed from mere producers. In coconut 
sector farmer collectives is a strong and sound platform for equipping the small and marginal 
farmers to venture into value addition and product diversification. In India already 20 Coconut 
Producer Companies are formed under COB's initiatives. Representatives of the producer 
companies are expressing their views on the future of the cocont sector. 

Processing and value addition for 
better prospects 

The coco nut fa rmers of Kerala 
wh o were ree li ng under various 
prob lem s arc slowly recovering 
w ith th e prod uct ion of neer;), 
Ea rli er fa rmers WNC of the be lief 
that copra and coconut oil were 
the on ly two p roducts that can be 
made from coconut. The farmers 
have become aware that there are 
many other products that can offel' 
econom ic spcurity to them. Now 
they know that every part of 
coconut can be used in one way 
or other w hi ch ca n add to th 
income of the farmer. 

Farmers across the state have 
ccepted th e nove l ideas put 

forward by Coconut Development 
Board. Neera production is stalted 
in the sta te . Th e initial inertia 
among the fanne rs has slowly 
gone and the farmers are 
vol untari ly comi ng forward to take 
up processing and value addition 
of cocon ut. In Kerala, Coconut 
Producer Com panies formed by 
th e Coc onut Produce rs 
Fede ra ti o ns are already into 
nee ra tapping . Fa rm ers are 
agitated about the restriction of 
the Excise Department in granting 
lice.nse to limited Ilumiwr of 
palms. COCOllut farmers are 
hopeful that they would be able to 
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produce more neera in the future. 
It is hoped that rJdical changes can 
be made in the coconut sector of 
the country when all the Coconut 
Producer Companies start neera 
production and processing. Neera 
has come as the saviour of coconut 
farmers. 

P Pradepp Kumar, Chairman, 
Kozhikode Coconut Producer 
Company 

Neera- the sa viour of coconut 
farme rs 

Coconut farmers !!ped not 
worry anyrnore even if there is 
fl uctuation in the pri ce of 
c ocon ut. The commercial 
production of neera has starterL 
The farmers of the state are not 
going to be affected by the ups 
and dmvns in the price of coconut 
once all the Coconut Producer 
cornpanies stalt the production and 
marketing of nepra and its products. 
Hereinafter the price of coconut 
will not be based on coconut oil 
price. In future coconut price will 
be determined based on the price 
of neera and its value added 
products like neera jaggpry, honey 
and other products. 

Kaipuzha Coconut Producer 
Company is planning to produce 
67 products from coconut. This 
includes traditional coconut oil and 

virgin coconut oil. Apart from this, 
prod ucts I ike desiccated (oeon ut 
and cocon ut paste vvi II be 
produced. TIl!" profit of the 
company will be shared betwpen 
the members as dividends and in 
turn th e company will procure 
coc o nut and neera from its 
members. 

Coconut farmers arp 
organized now with the thrpp tier 
Farmer Producer O rganization. 
Now they know how to do the 
management of cocon ut for 
realizing maximum yield. Hence 
there is no need to worry about 
the future of this sector. 

Shajahan Kanjiravilayil, Chairman, 
Kaipuzha Coconut Producer 
Company 

The fu ture of coconut 

Coconut famlers were so far 
dependent on the minimum 
support price declared by the 
government. Since coconut 
farm ing was not profitable, 
farmers started taking up other 
crops. The sector has revived with 
the formation of the three tier 
farmer producer organization. 
Production of neera and other 
value added products have 
become possible with the 
formation of the farmer producer 
organizations. Concerted and 
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coo rdinated efforts have been 
init i ~ted by 12 oconut Producer 
Companies in Kera l fort king up 
coconut JJroces ing and va lue 
add ition. Time is not so far fo r 
th oconut JJroducts fr m gods 
own country capturing th e globa l 
market. 

P P Asokan DireclOr, Kutt i )laui 
Coconul Producer Compan y 

Fair, reasonable and steady 
price for coconut 

Farmel·s are still concerned about 
th e marketing of nee ra. Ku ttitad i 
Coconut Prociucer Company has 
moved ahead in giving tr in ing to 
neera technician s and in the 
production of coconut va l ue dded 
products. Prod ucti on o f sp ray 
dried coconut milk powder is an 
important project of the company. 
TIlE' company requi re around 
20000 nuts per clay for process ing 
Jnl! value addition. This itse lf will 
ensure fai r, reaso nab le and 
steady price for cocon ut. Th ere 
shall be spec ifi c bud get for 
agriculture for bringing down the 
production cos t and for en uring 
fair, reasonable and steady pr ice 
for the produce. This is the future 
wish of the coconut farmel·s . 

Bab u;v/ a lilachu , Ch a irma n , 
,I([I[li)/ad i Coconut Pro du e r 

Cornpan:' 

Let unsure a safe future 
through intercropping 

The production of neera, the 
future drink Jnd the fai r and 
reasonable price fetching for 
coco nut has in iact created a 
rev ival in coconut sector. The 
formJtion of the three tier farm er 
producer organi zations across the 
st<lte has created a co nfidence 
among the farmers anci they are 
dware that with the back up of 
Coconut Prod ucer Companies 
they would be in d position to fix 

the price of thei r produce in future . 
The th ree tier system cou Id also 
make a change in th e traditi ona l 
linking of coconut to copra and 
co conut o il. The secto r will 
defin ite ly have better pr spects 
w ith the add itional in ome real il d 
thro uoh p roc sing and valu 
addit ion. W need to plant more 
dwarf variety seedling suitab le for 
neera production and also have 
ma x imum intercropping for 
realizin g hetter income. 

For achi ev ing all th ese, the 
farmers need to be educa ted 
through their co ll ectives. Our unib 
shall comply with internati onal 
standards endbl i ng ou r prod ucts 
to com pet in the internationa l 
mark t. The co nso rti um of th e 
Coconut Producer Compa ni es 
shall be able to create awa rellE'ss 
d,rlOng the membe rs on product 
standard s. 

The ten coconut producer·s 
federation s regi stered with the 
Board from K sa ra odu d istri ct 
has already conducted Fri end of 
Cocon ut Tree tra ining programme 
and neera te hn ic ian train in g 
programme . The compan y has 
dbo taken the initiative for setti ng 
up a neera processing plant. The 
co mpany is hopefu l th at the timely 
guidance of Coconut Development 
Board w ill enable them to reap th e 
goa ls at the earli est. 

M P Bab y, Cha irm an, KCPL, 
Kasaragod 

Better prosp e t through 
product dive r if ication 

Members of Tejasw ini has set 
their fu tu re hope in the prospects 
of nee r . Even traditi onal tappers 
are showing interest in neera 
tapping and have also approached 
the Company for getting trJined. 
This may so lve tr,e dearth of n era 
techni cians to a greJ ter extent. 

Thenie·Articfe- ~ 
." ". ;- ....-.::- ~ to-_ 

Theja wi ni has already distributed 
more than ten thousand M alayan 
Yellow Dwarf variety d li ngs 
brought from th e Deejay Fa rm 
among its memb rs. This would 
c r at m ore dwarf variet y 
seed lin gs ui ta b le r r n era 
tapping. alu added products like 
c co nu t hon y, ch ips and 
chocolat wi ll b produ ed by the 
c:o mp<ny fo r reali zing max imum 
va lue from coconut. 

A co ir unit, fiber un it and 
organic mdnure uni t are already 
set up by the company. Organic 
coconut oil nd premium coconut 
o i I wi II b reddy for sa le shortl y . 
More th 11 thirty rh ousdn I cocoa 
se d lings are di tr ibut d among 
th e farm er for inter roppin g 
cocoa in oconut garden s. The 
company has al ready started two 
rleNa sta ll s in th e d istri t and is 
planning to open more sta lls once 
th pl"Oduct io n of neera is 
in creased T ja win i is also 
produ ing n era honey and cake. 

unn y Geo rge, C h a irman , 
The jaswini 0 o nut Producer 

Company, Kann ur 

Replanting and Rejuvenation 
programme offers better 
hopes 

Th permissi on to tap Ileera and 
th e opportunity to prod u e more 
value added products i offer ing 
newer avenu and better prospects 
for coco nut farm r .I f all the 
farmers are making use of the 
Replantin g and rejuvenat i o n 
programm e, all the ·en ile 
unprodu ctiv e pa lm s ca n be 
repl aced with high yielding dw arf 
va ri eti s. This would make drastic 
improve ment in coconut 
pmcluction and productivity dnd 
wou ld also provi de more pa lms 
suitable for neera tappi ng and 
would make th is the best crop with 
a bri gh t future. 
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Coconut Development Board 
has Initiated the formation of 
Cocon ut Prod uce r Com pan ies 
with the objective of making 
increase in the GOP of the 
country. The awareness neated 
for neera and its products among 
the general public by the Board 
has created good demand for the 
product. This offers great scope 
for the farmers to ventu re into 
neera production and the farmers 
are assured of a bright future for 
the sector. 

Babu loseph, Chairman, 
Thirukochi Coconut Producer 
Company 

Value addition for better future 

Government of ~ndia has made 
only a nominal increase in the 
Minimum Support Price fixed for 
copra during 2015 season. An 
increase of Rs. 300 only is made 
in the MSP. Coconut farmers of 
Kerala are requesting the 
Government of Kerala to allocate 
the budget provision of Rs 15 
crores to the Coconut Producer 
Companies. Coconut Producer 
Compan ies can make 
revolutionary changes in the lives 
of the people by producing and 
supplying neera, pure coconut oil 
and other coconut value added 
products. If the vegetable farmers 
and dairy farmers are follo'vving the 
model of coconut furme~, good 
quality products can be made 
available to people. If the central 
and state governments are 
making enough budgetary 
provision for farmers, they will be 
in a position to make radical 
changes in the society. 

K Sachidanandan, Chairman, 
Kodugalloor Coconut Producers 
Company Limited 

If the farmers are capable of fixing 

the price, future will be safe. 
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Various problems affecting the 

sector has made this sector idle 

since the last decade. Coconut 

Producer Company, the apex 

body of the three tier farmer 

producer organization is working 

with the mandate of getting the 

farmer the right to fix the price of 

their produce. Once they are 

capable of fixing the prices, they 

would be able to make positive 

changes in the economy of the 

state. The entry of neera to the 

market is hopefully watched by 

the state. All the companies are 

conducting neera technician 

training programme. If one percent 

of the palms of the state is used 

for neera tapping, it can create one 

lakh employment opportunity. If 

more palms are used for neera 

tapping, it can create more 

employment opportunities. 

Once the Coconut producer 

Companies start the production 

of best quality organic manure 

and follow scientific management 

practices there will be a quantum 

jump in coconut production . 

Alongwith conducting neera 

training programmes many of the 

companies are in the process of 

setting up neera processing 

plants. As coconut oil and other 

value added products conquer 

both the domestic and 

international market, coconut wi II 

occupy a premier position in the 

state's economy. The replanting 

and rejuvenation programme will 

also provide a facelift to the 

cocon ut sector. 

V Kabeer, Chairman, Koyilandy 

Coconut Farmers Producer 

Company. 

let us tap the maximum potential 
Chicacole Coconut Farmers 

Producer Company is the first 
Coconut producer company 
formed in Andhra Pradesh. The 
major objective of the company is 
to organize the Coconut Farmers 
for following scientific coconut 
cultivation, increase production 
and processing coconuts for better 
value addition and marketing for 
realizing maximum value for 
coconut. 

Srikakulam is the area where 
medium to big sized coconut is 
available. The company aims to 
harness this potential initially for 
exporting to Middle East. The 
company aims to converge all the 
medium and micro irrigation 
schemes of other departments in 
order to increase the production 
potential of the area manifold. The 
company is encouraging farmers to 
produce coconut by adopting 
organic methods of farming. 

Chicacole Coconut Farmers 
Producer Company has started the 
process of project preparation for 
establishing an integrated 
processing unit of coconut. Edible 
products like Virgin Coconut Oil, 
Desiccated coconut, Coconut milk, 
Vinegar etc can be manufactured 
in this unit. As part of by product 
utilization, coir fibre, coir pith 
blocks and shell charcoal will also 
be produced. 

The company plans to establish 
seed garden, hybridization unit for 
the production of hybrids and 
nurseries exclusively for producing 
dwarf seedlings. State Government 
has agreed in principle for 
transferring 18 acres of land of 
Horticultural Farm, Thilakam, 
Kavitti to the company. The 
company aims to develop this farm 
into a Research cum Demonstration 
farm on Coconut. Chicacole 
Coconut Farmers Producer 
Company has plans for tapping 
Neera and to produce value added 
products from Neera. 

lohar Khan, Chairman, Chicaco/e 
Coconut Farmers Producer 
Company Limited, Andhra 
Pradesh. 
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